
FAQs – St. Isabella Restricted Enrolment Decision 

Why was the decision made to redirect new registrations to Don Bosco? 
At the public participation meeting held on September 30, participants voiced a preference to 
keep families together as much as possible. Don Bosco is the nearest school with the capacity to 
accommodate students from K-9. Holy Angels School is closer, but would only accommodate the 
K-6 population and Grades 7 – 9 would then be accommodated at Don Bosco or St. Bonaventure 
(the next closest Junior High). Since this would create the possibility that families with children 
in both elementary and junior high would be split, Don Bosco was selected because it afforded 
the opportunity to ensure families are kept together as much as possible. 

 
Why didn’t the District select a school that is closer to the communities served by St. Isabella? 

There are 4 schools that are within 10 kms of St. Isabella. St. Albert the Great, Blessed Cardinal 
Newman, Monsignor J.S. Smith and Christ the King are all operating at capacity, near capacity, or 
are projected to near capacity as the communities they serve continue to grow. On September 
30, participants asked for a decision that would be sustainable over time. Redirecting students 
to any of the 4 closest schools would result in these same students having to be redirected again 
as the designated receiver school neared capacity. Don Bosco School, at 14.3 kms, is the next 
closest K-9 school. 

 
If my child has to be bussed to another school, do I have to pay transportation fees? 

Any parent who utilizes district transportation pays a transportation fee. This is true whether 
the child is transported to their neighbourhood school or a redirected school. 

 
Why doesn’t a school in Copperfield serve all Copperfield residents? 

Current government funding does not support schools in every community. As a result, when 
new schools requests are approved and built a school community is defined as the boundaries 
are drawn. While a school community may consist of two or three or more distinct communities, 
it is by definition one school community. In the interests of fairness, all member s of a school 
community are treated the same. 

 
Why didn’t the District decide to send students to Holy Angels School? 

This was an option which was considered, however it would not allow the District to meet the 
school community’s preference to keep families together. Since there was room at Don Bosco to 
accommodate all K-9 students who would be redirected, it allowed the District to meet the 
preference of the school community. 

 
My next door neighbour and I both have children entering Kindergarten next year. How come her child 
can attend St. Isabella and my child cannot? 

At the public participation meeting held on September 30, participants voiced a preference to 
keep families together as much as possible. As a result, children who have siblings currently 
attending St Isabella are registered at St. Isabella, in order to meet the school community 
preference of keeping families together. 


