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St. Isabella School 
Restricted Enrolment Reconsideration 

May 14, 2015 – Feedback 
 

Questions with respect to the demographic data: 
Are all 1000 students in the projections Catholic? 

Yes. 
Where are French Immersion schools?  

St. Cecilia and St. Matthew offer French Immersion Programming. 
When was the census data taken? 

Preschool census data is collected by the city annually relative to each individual community and 
growth patterns experienced city wide.  

How much closer is Blessed Cardinal Newman than Don Bosco? 
From St. Isabella School, it is just over 14 km to Don Bosco school, and it is just over 5 km to Blessed 
Cardinal Newman. 

Why is Copperfield not getting a 2nd school since there is more houses being built? It seems that 
Copperfield is the community with the highest number of displaced students.  
Why are they not building another new school in Copperfield? 
Is there a chance that another school would be built in this area to accommodate all students? 
Will they build a new school in Elgin? 

Calgary Catholic does not have a second school site in Copperfield. The planning for the larger East 
McKenzie area, which includes the three villages of McKenzie Towne, New Brighton and Copperfield, 
provided for four future Catholic school sites to meet the needs of the projected population. These 
sites are in Prestwick (St. Albert the Great), Copperfield (St. Isabella), New Brighton and Elgin. A new 
school in Elgin is not currently on the district’s Three Year Capital Plan. 
 

How did the kids going to Blessed Cardinal Newman now get in? 
Currently there are only 13 students from within the St. Isabella Boundary area attending Blessed 
Cardinal Newman. This is most often explained by a parent who has moved out of the area but 
requested and received permission to remain in attendance in order to minimize disruption to the 
student’s program.  Blessed Cardinal Newman also has 2 specialized programs (Hockey program and 
Gifted Education Program). 

What is the longevity of this decision (the outcome of the proposal)? Is this a 5 year plan for all of the 
communities?  

Based upon projected enrolments, if Blessed Cardinal Newman was designated the overflow school 
for St. Isabella, the solution is sustainable well past 2020. 

Could there be communication between the builders/realtors and the school board so that they (the 
realtors) can inform or help inform families moving into or building in new areas like this?  
Who knew this when I moved here? 

A community’s designated school, as well as schools under restricted enrolment is information that 
is readily available to the public on the district’s website. Realtors are aware of the availability of this 
information. 

Why didn't they make St. Isabella more dynamic like Don Bosco with room to grow and expand from 300 
- 900? 
Can St Isabella accept more portable classes? 

No. St. Isabella was designed and built to accommodate up to 875  students and is currently 
accommodating the maximum number of modular classrooms for which it was designed. 
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Could St. Isabella use the part of the city of Calgary property as an easement? 
No. The St. Isabella School site is a joint use site with the City of Calgary. In addition to demands for 
schools in the area, the City also experiences demands with respect to playing fields. 
 

 
 
Questions with respect to registration: 
Can we register at Cardinal Newman in Sept 2015? 

This proposal is under consideration for September 2016. Earlier registrations cannot be 
accommodated as currently Cardinal Newman is designated to handle the overflow from the 
community of Cranston until the new school in Cranston opens.  

Where do students that are non-Catholic go?  
Non-Catholics wishing to attend CCSD can register at any CCSD school that has available space and 
resources. Calgary Board of Education, private and charter schools also provide programming for 
students residing in the City of Calgary. 

Can parents enroll younger sibling for kindergarten and once they are in transfer older sibling in? 
This scenario was proposed as an alternative during the public participation process. As such it will 
be given due consideration in the articulation of a final decision. 

If we are sent elsewhere do we still keep our spot on the waitlist? 
Yes. Your status on the wait list would not change. 

How do parents find out way before time for registration (e.g. K) which school they are supposed to 
attend and if there is a wait list? 

Parents can determine their designated Catholic school on the district website: 
http://www.cssd.ab.ca/schools/ . Parents can contact their designated school at any time to discuss 
the registration process.  

How many students on the average from the waitlist would be enrolled in St. Isabella? 
St. Isabella is able to register 76 Kindergarten students each year. Other than that, there are only a 
few openings that are the result of students moving from the area. 

Is it possible to enroll our children in schools near our work during this time of movement? 
A principal of any Catholic school may register out of boundary students if there is available space 
and resources. Should an out of boundary student be registered, transportation is not provided. 
 

Questions with respect to existing boundaries: 
Expressed concern regarding boundaries set previously is there an option to reorganize the boundary? 
Is there an option to adjust New Brighton school boundary? 

This is not currently under consideration. The proposed boundary for New Brighton School is 
expected to reach capacity sometime over the next few years. 

Will the overflow from St. Isabella be accommodated into St. Albert before Don Bosco? 
No, the proposal is to accommodate the overflow from St. Isabella at Blessed Cardinal School, not 
St. Albert the Great.  It is also being recommended that the overflow from the New Brighton School 
be redirected to St. Albert the Great once that facility is at capacity.  

Are there currently any students attending St. Isabella that live outside of Isabella's boundaries that 
would be redirected after this (i.e. students that are at St. Isabella but shouldn't be)? 

This is not currently under consideration through the public participation process.  St. Isabella 
administration monitors the restricted enrolment at the school. 

Does the opening of the public school have any bearing on the moving of students? 
No. While the district hopes that parents would continue to choose a quality Catholic education for 
their children, parents are always free to choose to register their children in a different school. 

http://www.cssd.ab.ca/schools/
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Why aren't Elgin students that attend St. Isabella going to Blessed Cardinal Newman? 
When the original boundaries were designated for St. Isabella, Elgin was identified as part of the St. 
Isabella School community, in part so that students would not be crossing Deerfoot Trail. Growth in 
the area has resulted in the scenario where one preferred choice is to cross Deerfoot rather than 
travel Deerfoot. 

Why aren't the boundaries being reset to accommodate the Copperfield kids at St. Isabella over the 
Elgin kids? 
Why aren't the Elgin and Inverness kids going to New Brighton? 
What will they do with the boundaries? Will they put the boundaries back to the community? 
For families who live in Elgin - McKenzie town – will they be redirected to St Albert? Will they get their 
spots back at St Albert the Great? 

At the time of construction and opening, the school community of St. Isabella was identified as 
including Elgin, Inverness and Copperfield.  

If my student can walk to New Brighton can that be an option?  
Can we send the overflow to the New Brighton school? Look at the option for K to 5 and 6 to 9 if you 
had the space and facilities.  

No. Current projections suggest that the New Brighton school will be unable to accommodate out of 
boundary students. 
 

Questions with respect to transportation: 
Will there be a transportation fee, when I live across the street from the school? 

Yes. Transportation is supported by the District. Transportation is a user pay system, and although 
subsidized, costs are in part passed on to users. 

If a student misses the bus will parents have to drive them? 
Yes. This is the case for all students who are transported. 

 
Questions with respect to the proposal: 
Can you opt for overflow? Can parents choose to go to overflow school even if they have a spot at St. 
Isabella School and their child has not yet attended St. Isabella? 
Can a family choose Don Bosco, even if the Cardinal Newman option is adopted? 

Parents are free to register their children as an out of boundary student in a school other than their 
designated school. A principal may accept out of boundary students provided there is available 
space and resources.  

When is a family contacted about acceptance into one of the new schools? 
This information will be communicated by letter and posted on school and district websites. 

If my child leaves the Catholic System to attend the new public school...will I be able to return to the 
system? 

Yes. Your child’s enrolment would be subject to whatever restricted enrolment procedures are in 
place at the time of registration upon return to the district. 

Do the students that are currently at Don Bosco stay at Don Bosco when the new schools are built? 
This is currently scenario. The purpose of the public participation meeting was to obtain feedback 
with respect to two scenarios for students residing in Copperfield but unable to attend St. Isabella 
due to restricted enrolment: Scenario A suggested that Don Bosco would continue to be the 
designated school for the St. Isabella overflow, and Scenario B suggested that Blessed Cardinal 
Newman would be the designated school for the St. Isabella overflow. 

Is there a day home beside Cardinal Newman? 
This is not information the district provides. While the district recognizes the complexities of before 
and after school care, before and after school care is the responsibility of the parent. 
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If all the kids are younger, where are the catholic middle schools? 
With few exceptions, Calgary Catholic does not use a middle school model. Most CCSD schools are 
organized on the basis of a K-6, K-9, 7-9, and 10-12 grade structure. 

Why is New Brighton K-6 and where will they go for middle school? 
The proposed designated junior high for New Brighton is St. Albert the Great. 

Are the programs at Cardinal Newman as strong as the ones mentioned when Don Bosco was 
referenced tonight? 

Yes. The district is proud of all of its schools, and the quality programs they offer. 
Are there students presently at St Isabella who live outside the boundaries?  

As students move out of the St. Isabella boundary area they are redirected to their new schools              
based on their new resident address. St. Isabella administration monitors the restricted enrolment 
procedures. 

Can the community be put back into their community schools? Why are we crossing 52 St? 
Growth in the area and the availability of schools requires a model of accommodation that includes 
the transportation of students out of their community. This is not unusual and is occurring in several 
areas in the City of Calgary. 

Can the New Brighton school boundary changed to include Copperfield? 
This is not under consideration at this time.  Capacity of the school would not be sustainable to 
support students from Copperfield. 

 
 
 


