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Administration
I want to take the opportunity to thank the entire community for a wonderful school year. Thank you to 

our community feeder schools and to the entire staff for doing such a wonderful job in promoting our school 
community. We have registered over 1600 students. The word is out that our school family is a great place to 
learn!

The Grade 12’s are excited to complete this part of their educational pilgrimage.  All the Grad activities will  
conclude on May 28th with the Graduation Mass and Ceremonies.  Thank you to Mrs. Solobay and the rest of 
the Grad committee for all their hard work. Special thanks to all the Grade 12’s who represented their families, 
school and themselves with respect and pride during this very special time.

Spring Sports have begun after a weather delay.  Thank you to all the coaches and players who are working 
hard this year representing our school community. 

Special thanks to the Fine Arts department this year for providing us with many opportunities to share the 
gifts and talents of our students.  As well, for their time and organization in planning and accompnaying 98 
students in this year's International Travel Trip to New York City. A spectacular time was had by all.

The Athletic Awards and Academic Awards Banquets will be held on June 5th and 6th.  These events are a 
great opportunity to celebrate Academic and Athletic Excellence within our School family. 

A friendly reminder, final exams will start on Wednesday, June 13th with the last day of classes on Tuesday, 
June 12th.

I would like to thank all the Parents that joined our school council this past year.  You have truly made an 
impact on our school community.  I look forward working with you next year.  We encourage all parents to 
attend next year’s meetings.  

If at any time you have questions, please have no hesitation to contact me at 403-500-2109.
With every best wish,

Frank Durante
Principal
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Advanced Placement
ND would like to wish all 40 students the best of luck on their AP exams this year!  We know you will do your 
very best.  

TEST DATE 7:30 AM SESSION 11:30 AM SESSION

Monday, May 7th  Chemistry
Tuesday, May 8th  Physics 1

Wednesday, May 9th  English Physics 2
Monday, May 14th Biology
Tuesday, May 15th Calculus

 
AP exam scores will be available 
in July. Instructions to access your 
score online can be found on page 
9 of the AP Bulletin http://bit.
ly/2n6nu97.  It is then up to you 
whether you would like to share 
your score with your intended 
university or college.  For up-to-
date information about credit 
equivalencies, please visit your 
intended university’s website.

For more information, please visit 
the Notre Dame website and click 
on Programs.

Math -1 or -2? That is the Question . . .
We’ve all had to sit through a dreaded class….more often than not, it’s math class.  Back in the day, we didn’t 
have to worry as much about what course to take, or provincial scores, or about the competitive entrance 
averages at post-secondary.  But times have changed.  
Dash 1 courses have always been the ‘university’ courses and Dash 2 courses being college or work 
force, however, that’s not the case in math anymore.  Dash 1 courses are necessary for programs such as 
engineering, medicine, science, and business.  But many universities accept, and even encourage students to 
take the dash 2 stream.  This is something to strongly consider given the competitive entrance marks – which 
are often in the mid 80’s to low 90’s depending on the program of choice.  

“I took Math 20-1 and got a 74%.  I decided to try Math 30-2 and I’m so happy I did.  
•	 It was easier than 20-1
•	 I wasn’t nearly as stressed
•	 I was able to focus on other subjects as I got most of my math homework done in class

I ended up with a 92% and am accepted into the University of Calgary” - Shawna MacGillivary

“After struggling through Math 30-1 and ending up with a mark I was very disappointed with, I took Math 30-2 
and it was the best decision I made.  My math mark is so much higher and I’m far more relaxed, as I felt Math 
30-1 took up all my time and effort.” – Maddison Kondro
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Do I Need the Extra Stress?

It’s important to note that universities or colleges look for the highest mark in math as opposed to the course 
level.   On average, marks in Math 30-2 are 15%-20% higher than in Math 30-1.  Here’s a short list of programs 
accepting dash 1 or dash 2.  The link to the entire document can be found at Mathematics Review – Report to 
the Premier and Minister

UNIVERSITY MATH 30-1 REQUIRED MATH 30-1 OR 30-2 REQUIIRED
Mount Royal University •	 Aviation

•	 Bachelor of Computer Information 
Systems

•	 Bachelor of Science

8 Program Total – sample below
•	 Bachelor of Arts Anthropology, English, 

History, Policy Studies, Psychology, So-
ciology, Criminal Justice, Interior Design

•	 Bachelor of Business Administration
•	 Bachelor of Nursing
•	 Bachelor of Education – Elementary

SAIT •	 Bachelor of Administration 
•	 Bachelor of Science
•	 Civil Engineering Technology 
•	 Engineering Design and Drafting 

Technology
•	 Environmental Technology

30 Programs Total – sample below
•	 Architectural Technology
•	 Business Administration
•	 Chemical Engineering Technology
•	 Electrical Engineering Technology
•	 Dental Assisting
•	 Geoscience Information Technology
•	 Nuclear Medicine Technology
•	 Petroleum Engineering Technology
•	 Pharmacy Assistant
•	 Respiratory Therapy 

University of Calgary •	 Bachelor of Commerce
•	 Bachelor of Science
•	 Bachelor of Health Sciences
•	 Bachelor of Kinesiology

•	 Bachelor of Nursing
•	 Bachelor of Art, Geography
•	 Bachelor of Arts, Economics

Music Department
ND Choirs have performed at the Trustee’s Mass, and 

various other performances within the school district 
ND Music’s Jazz Band has been diligently working with 

the Drama department over the last month with their 
latest show: Murder at Café Noir. 

Congratulations to the Symphonic Band on your 
performances in New York City! Great job everyone!

We are preparing for our final performances of the 
year including the Vivo Shows and the End of the year 
performance at the Rosza Centre on May 17th! See you 
there!
 April 27 - May 2: NYC Tour
 May 4: EPA Shows (Show Choir)
 May 8: Vivo Jazz Show
 May 10: Vivo Choir Show
 May 11: Vivo Symphonic Band Show
 May 17: Rosza Centre Show 

Congratulations
To Cole B. who just received the rank of sergeant 
for his exemplary service at the 3015 Calgary 
Highlanders Corps. 

Cole is a cadet 
who had to 
undergo very 
rigorous train-
ing and testing 
to achieve this 
great accom-
plishment.  



Page 4

Athletics
SG Basketball - City Champs (First in ND History)
Our Senior Girls Basketball Team captured ND’s first ever 
Senior Girls Basketball Banner in March defeating Crescent 
Heights in the Division 2 Senior Girls City Championship. 
Congratulations to all players and coaches.

Badminton
Congratulations to Anthony W. and Nicole N. and the 
badminton coaching team winning Gold at the Division 2 
Junior Singles Badminton City Finals

Blue and Gold Silent Auction
Thank you to everyone who attended our silent auction 
and for all the generous monetary and item donation 
contributions. It was a fantastic evening and we raised 
approximately $15,000 for ND Athletics thanks to everyone’s support! 

Save the date for next year (April 13th, 2019)!

Spring Sports
After many delays, spring sports are finally underway! Good luck to Boys Soccer (Jr/Sr), Boys Rugby (Sr), Girls 
Rugby (Jr/SR), Girls Field Hockey (Jr/Sr), and Track and Field athletes and coaches.

Unified Basketball
For the second year in a row ND will be participating in the Unified Basketball Tournament with our ES1, 
ES2 Students, and over 20 partner athletes from throughout the school. This tournament has been running 
for three years through the ASAA in partnership with the Special Olympics. Last year ND won Gold in BOTH 
Divisions! Come check out a great event and support our athletes.

http://www.asaa.ca/sports/unified-sports/unified-basketball 

Wednesday,
May 23, 2018

 
9:30 am to 2:30 pm

 
Jack Simpson 

Gymnasium at University 
of Calgary
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Exam Schedule – June 2018

Please note all morning Diploma Exams will start at 8:30 a.m.

Date Exam Time
Tuesday, June 12 Last Day of Semester 2
Wednesday, June 13 ELA 30-1/30-2 Part A (Diploma) 8:30 am – 11:30 pm

ELA 10-1/10-1AP/10-2 9:00 am – 11:00 am

Thursday, June 14 Social 30-1 Party A (Diploma) 8:30 am – 11:30 pm
Social 30-2 Part A (Diploma) 8:30 am – 11:00 pm   
ELA 20-1/20-1AP/20-2 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Friday, June 15 Social 10-1/10-2 9:00 am– 11:00 pm
Social 20-1/20-2 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Monday, June 18 Math 20-1/20-1AP/20-2 9:00 am – 11:00 am
Science 10/10AP 1:00 – 3:00 pm

Tuesday, June 19 ELL Language Assessment 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Wednesday, June 20 ELA 30-1/30-2 Part B (Diploma) 8:30 am – 11:30 am
Science 20 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Thursday, June 21 National Aboriginal Day No exams scheduled

Friday, June 22 Social 30-1 Part B (Diploma) 8:30 am – 11:00 pm
Social 30-2 Part B (Diploma) 8:30 am – 11:00 am
Physics 20/20AP 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Monday, June 25 Math 30-1/30-2 8:30 am – 11:30 am 
Chemistry 20 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Tuesday, June 26 Chemistry 30 (Diploma) 8:30 am – 11:30 am

Wednesday, June 27 Biology 30 (Diploma) 8:30 am – 11:30 am 
Biology 20/20AP 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Thursday, June 28 Physics 30 (Diploma) 8:30 am – 11: 30 am
Math 10C/10C AP 9:00 – 11:00 am
Science 30 (Diploma) 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
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Counselling Department
Scholarship Reminder

Scholarship Tips:

• Get involved in co-curricular, extracurricular and community activities.
• Seek volunteer opportunities in your parish, youth groups, hospitals, services organizations, etc.
• Have your parents inquire about scholarships offered by their employers. Check at your own workplace for 

available scholarships.
• Post-secondary institutions have their scholarships posted online. Access the college or university you are 

planning to attend for more information.
• High marks are often not enough. Most scholarships will require strong leadership qualities and 

involvement in school and community activities.

For more information on scholarships please visit Notre Dame Live Binder on our school website.

Please see the information below for upcoming scholarship deadlines:

Scholarship/Award  Application  Due Date  

CCSD Awards        

Kerry Dyte Education Award  www.cssd.ab.ca  May 1, 2018  

Joan MacLeod Fine Arts Scholarship  www.cssd.ab.ca  May 1, 2018  

Mary Ngo Family Bursary  www.cssd.ab.ca  May 1, 2018  

City Of Calgary Annual Scholarship  www.cssd.ab.ca  May 1, 2018  

Education Matters Application #1        

Aboriginal Students Award  www.educationmatters.ca  May 1, 2018  

First Nations Metis and Inuit Student Bursary  www.educationmatters.ca  May 1, 2018  

Kermet Archibald & Jacoba Van den Brink Entrance Bursary  www.educationmatters.ca  May 1, 2018  

Marguerite Patricia P. Bannister Memorial Degree Awards  www.educationmatters.ca  May 1, 2018  

Tenaris Merit Awards  www.educationmatters.ca  May 1, 2018  

Thorner/Johnston/DiMarzo Family Bursary  www.educationmatters.ca  May 1, 2018  

Bree Erikson Memorial Dance Award  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Bruce Leitl Composite Award  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Calgary Flames Foundation Community Involvement 
Scholarship  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

CBE Staff Association Scholarship Award  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Dustin Peers Memorial Visual Arts Award  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Edith Berger Memorial Scholarship  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Enmax Scholarship  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Fogolar Furlan di Calgary Italian Award  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Ivy and Len Freeston Award  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Job’s Daughters International Scholarship  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Julie Ann Stevenson Memorial Humanitarian Award  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Kids Come First Bursary  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  
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Marjorie Taylor Memorial Scholarship  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Mental Health Community Scholarship  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Skipping Stone Foundation LGBTQ+ Ripple Award  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Skipping Stone Foundation Transgender Community Award  www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

Statoil Arts Scholarship   www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

William Keir MacGougan Memorial Bursary   www.educationmatters.ca  May 30, 2018  

  
  
  

Scholarship/Award  Application  Deadline  

Calgary Foundation Awards     

Michael Gee Scholarship  calgaryfoundation.org  May 15, 
2018  

Aufricht Family Fund Student 
Award  

calgaryfoundation.org  May 30, 
2018  

Julia Turnbull Leadership Awards  calgaryfoundation.org  May 30, 
2018  

Legacy Fund for Youth in Care   calgaryfoundation.org  May 31, 
2018  

Bill Gibson Bursary   calgaryfoundation.org  June 30, 
2018  

Fraser W. Lockwood Memorial 
Scholarship  

calgaryfoundation.org  June 30, 
2018  

Shannon Burwash Award 
(Encouragement in Equine & 
Agricultural Studies)  

calgaryfoundation.org  
June 1, 
2018  

Shelagh Mikulak Neary Memorial 
Scholarship (Library Sciences)  calgaryfoundation.org  

June 1, 
2018  

Other Awards     

Alexander Rutherford 
Scholarship  

studentaid.alberta.ca  No deadline  

RAP/CTS Scholarships  tradesecrets.alberta.ca  Spring 2018  

Metis & Non-Status Indian 
Bursary Program  

www.humanservices.alberta.ca/departm ent/15041.html  April 30, 
2018  

ATA Loc #55  ataloc55.ab.ca  May 7, 2018  

ATA Loc #38  local38.teachers.ab.ca  May 31, 
2018  

SAIT  
www.sait.ca/admissions/tuition-andfinancial-aid/student-
awards  

May 31, 
2018  

University of Lethbridge - Grade 
11 Merit Award  

www.uleth.ca/future-student/highschool-student-awards  June 30, 
2018  
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Social Justice Initiatives 
The Social Justice Club meets weekly to discuss ways that we can meet not only local but global needs as well, 
raising awareness of both the strengths and struggles of our local, national and global family. Participation 
is project-based, so that students can be involved when they are able to do so. In semester 2, our Lenten 
journey was an opportunity to grow in our understanding and to take action to help our brothers and sisters 
in need.

ND Global 
Celebrating our ND Family, 

 Both Here at Home 

  & Around the Globe!

Lenten Thursday Focus Days 

During Lent here at Notre Dame, we’ve focused our efforts on cultural 
awareness, celebrating the strengths, struggles and successes of our 
ND Family, both here at home and around the Globe. As a global family, 
communities around the world are our people - our extended family - 
and we have tuned in, journeying together and celebrating our heritage. 
We have come to more fully appreciate our unique and shared stories, 
focusing on the strengths and struggles that others experience.   In 
collaboration with the Culinary Arts Program, we have featured regional 
menus each Thursday, and celebrated together in 
music and dance, while raising our awareness of global 

realities 
through 
our fast 
facts and 
classroom 
kahoots.
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Grilled Cheese Sandwich Fundraising Initiative… 

Small things often…

Each lunch during Lent, the Social 
Justice Club initiated a fund-
raising effort at the Toastrz kiosk, 
in conjuction with Culinary Arts 
and the ESI program, raising funds 
for global water projects.  For 
every grilled cheese sandwich 
sold, $1 went to water projects, 
with the goal of drilling a well to 
support members of our global 
family.  Over 1400 grilled cheese 
sandwiches were made, with 

$1400 going to giving the gift of life-giving water. Another $400 collected through TA Cents for Lent collections 
topped up our Lenten water initiative, with proceeds going to the Ryan’s Well Foundation.

Water Project

Fast Facts and Kahoots Educational Campaign 

Through fast facts posted on the walls of ND, we’ve been informing our school community about current 
social justice issues including homelessness, the struggles faced by refugees, and the challenges of global 
warming and the environment, through our “Did you know that...” campaign, an opportunity to discover 
more about the world around us. 

For every $100 earned through 
our fund-raising campaign, 
we’ve added a water drop to 
remind ourselves of the needs 
of others and of our progress 
towards our goals.
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Toastrz 

Toastrz continues to be a great place for a morning hello, and a toast or bowl of cereal 
to start our day.  The Toastrz Initiative is a way to meet the needs of our ND Family 
through a basic sustainable breakfast program, a partnership between the ESI program 
and Culinary Arts. We’re glad to be a part of the community, and we’re committed to 
ensuring a great start to another great day at ND! 

 Happy Birthday ND Family! 

 The Birthday Cupcake Initiative is a great way to remind ourselves that everyone   
 counts! We’ve been celebrating our ND Family all year, with each cupcake being  
 made and decorated by members of our Culinary Arts program, and with every 
 cupcake delivered to TA by the Toastrz Team.  We’re marking special moments 
 in our ND community, yours! Happy Birthday ND Family, where we all belong! 

Celebrating Success in ESI!

It takes a village to raise a child, and we’re making 
connections as we build partnerships, an important 
part of building strong communities. We’ve all got 
unique gifts, abilities and a desire for success. We’re 
discovering ours through working together and 
exploring possibilities with community partners both 
in class and through work experience opportunities.

 Through 
volunteering 
experiences, our 
students gain valuable 
life skills and develop 
a sense of independence.  It’s in giving that we receive, and our experiences in 
service to others allow us to prepare for the world of work.  We’re getting to 
know ourselves and our interests, and we’re building professional relationships 
with mentors who continue to teach us the skills that will help us to be 

successful. Thank you to our partners!
 The world of work will require focus and perseverance.  We need to continue to develop the soft skills of 

working with others and being committed team players.   Our ability to express our ideas in thoughtful ways 
and to invite others to share theirs goes a long way to building trust.  Our creative capacity and our ability to 
tap into it will give us the confidence to face challenging problems with an open mind, willing to see things 
from new perspectives.  Developing our capacity with technology will benefit us greatly in a competitive job 
market.  We’re preparing ourselves to not only survive but to thrive!
   

ES 1

Spring Fest is almost here. The annual Spring Showcase of ES2 and ES3 talents is on May 10 at Bishop O’Byrne 
High School.  The Theme is “ Music from the 90’s “ Our ES2 class has been working on a 90’s music dance and a 
Readers Theatre Play.  Wish them luck if you see the ES2 students before May 10. 
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The ND Dance Team
The Dance Team is leaving its creative mark on the community through the celebration of music and 
movement.  Hosting Danceworks at Notre Dame gave us an opportunity to support the enthusiasm of youth in 
our feeder schools and to showcase our talent and commitment to parents and students alike, celebrating with 
them our passion for dance. In conjuction with the newly introduced dance program, students celebrated both 
in prayerful expression, backed by the choir, and in vibrant intensity. 

We’ll be showcasing our talent in choreography and technique at the Extra Credit Dance Competition as well as 
featuring our performances at Fine Arts Week at Vivo.  Music and Dance - for Healthier Generations!  Special 
thanks to the team at Vivo for the use of space for rehearsal and for their ongoing support, and to Vivo’s Pam 
Gincher for her passionate mentorship of our team! 

European History Tour
April 12 - 22, 2019

We encourage ND students to participate in this once in a lifetime educational trip. ND students will be 
travelling to Europe during Easter next school year.   The tour will leave Calgary and visit Amsterdam, Ypres, 
Dunkirk, Brussels and Rome.  On the final day of the tour we will be attending Easter Sunday Mass with Pope 
Francis.

Trip highlights include:

The tour includes round-trip airfare, all transportation, sightseeing tours and site visits, 
all hotels with private bathrooms, breakfast and dinner daily, and tour director. The 

cost of the trip is $4295 and we have a payment 
plan available.  Please contact Mrs.Kalmakoff 
(kimberly.kalmakoff@cssd.ab.ca) or Ms.Buccini 
(lucia.buccini@cssd.ab.ca) for more information.

• Anne Frank’s House
• The Van Gogh Museum
• Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery
• The National Liberation Museum
• Kamp Vught, a former concentration camp
• In Flanders Field Museum
• Menin Gate, Last Post Ceremony 

• Vimy Ridge and Beaumont Hamel
• European Union Headquarters
• Vatican Museum and the Sistine Chapel
• St. Peter’s Basilica
• Collosseum
• Pantheon
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Science Department
Many things are happening in ND Science.  Next November we will be  inviting many junior high schools to 
participate in the ND Science Olympics. Teams from the northwest will compete against each other for prizes 
and to bring home a trophy.  Our Advanced Placement students have been creating each event. The Olympics 
will be held on Friday, November 23rd, 2018.  

Physics 30 had a field trip to the U of C department of Physics to undertake some lab activities and to be 
exposed to the university environment. There is a science club field trip planned to the Rothney Astrophysical 
Observatory (weather permitting) this month to hear some engaging talks about current physics research going 
on at the university as well as to partake in some night sky observations etc. We need to thank Mr. Giers for 
arranging these excellent opportunities for our students. 

The physics 20 group will be going on their West Edmonton Mall, “Galaxy Land” field trip to experience 
Newton’s Laws first hand in order to get a better feel of how physics works and the real life meaning behind 
the equations.

We are looking at a return trip to beautiful Bamfield, BC in October 2018. 

Please pay close attention to an-
nouncements in May for preliminary 
information and registration. A meeting 
was held on Tuesday, May 1st in room 
2045.

Bamfield Ma-
rine Station 

allows our students to take part in an intensive 4 
day  immersion into the world of Marine Biology. 
We will have our first meeting for any students in-
terested on Tuesday, May 1st in room 2045.

This is an excellent memorable trip in a beautiful location.

  Art Students
   Art students grade 10 are lending their talents and skills to take 
   art to the community.

ND Science continually strives to bring theory and lab 
experience to the regular classroom. We pride ourselves 
in the quality of skills students are exposed to in the lab 
providing a rich experience.
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ND beats Aberhart and Lacombe to Make it to the Semi-Finals
The competition was fierce. But it wasn’t on the pitch nor on the field.  It was in the courtroom. The Notre 
Dame Law Day team consisting of Raven B., Stalin C., Oby E., Lily G., Shino K., Micah L., Alex L., Mackenzie 
M., Thomas S., and Zach T. was well rehearsed and legally prepared for the mock trial competition held at 
the Calgary Court Centre as part of this year’s Law Day event. Law Day is held annually by the Alberta Bar 
Association and gives citizens a chance to roam the courthouses across the province to see what happens in 
those halls of justice. At Law Day, held this year on April 21, citizens explored courtrooms and cell blocks, asked 
questions about the legal system from experts and had the opportunity to witness the high school mock trial 
competition. This year, nine teams from Calgary high schools competed in a mock civil trial that pitted fictional 
student ‘Brennan MacKenzie’ against fictional journalist ‘Kiran Rao’ in a defamation case wherein Brennan was 
accused of cheating and subsequently lost a prestigious scholarship. ND had to prepare both the plaintiff’s case 
and a case for the defence.  In Round 1, ND defence faced Aberhart plaintiff.  Though we lost the case, ND won 
the point round with Lily G.’s well placed objections. Shino stepped in and had to replace an ailing Alex L. at the 
last minute, which he did with great skill and poise. ND finished the competition in fourth place, falling to first 
place Webber Academy in the semi-finals. A fantastic showing for these first-time would-be lawyers. 

The ND Family showed up with 
enthusiasm and force at this year’s first 
annual Social Justice Summit, hosted 
at Bishop Grandin.  The conference 
gathered over 175 students, representing 

high schools across the District, an opportunity to learn, share and grow in our 
passionate commitment to doing justice, loving kindness and walking humbly in 
service to others, both locally and globally.

In the morning, students had an opportunity to attend a variety of break out 
sessions, touching on major topics including homelessness, the struggles of 
refugees, indigenous stories, empowering women, 
global water issues, and inclusion.  The afternoon 

featured a keynote speaker from We Foundation, focusing on global challenges and 
the struggles of those who live in less fortunate situations than our own. 

We’re taking away lots of food for thought as we vision forward and mobilize, 
considering ways that we can continue to build capacity within our own ND Family 
as we take the next steps of our journey in celebrating and supporting our Global 
Family.

Shino K at the lawyers podium Stalin C in the witness box Micah L in the witness box
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MAY 
 7-11 Mon.-Fri. AP Exams
   VIVO Fine Arts Week
 15 Tues.  Notre Dame Feast Day Mass (Gym)
 16 Wed. AP Exams
 17 Thurs.  Rozsa Center Show (doors 6:30 pm/
   show 7:00 pm)
  18 Fri.  PD Day (no classes) 
  21 Mon.  Victoria Day (no classes) 
 24 Thurs. Principal’s Address P2 (Gym)
 25 Fri.  Distribution of Grad Gowns 
   (8:00 am – 12:00 pm Learning 
   Commons)
 26 Sat.  Grad Banquet (BMO Centre)
 28 Mon.  Graduation Mass (10:00 am)  
   Convocation (2:00 pm) 
   Jubilee Auditorium 
 30 Wed.  Meet the TA (6:30 pm)

JUNE / JUNE DIPLOMA & SCHOOL EXAMS
 5 Tues.  Night of the Pride
 6 Wed.  Pride Scholars (6:00 pm gathering 
   area)
 7 Thurs. Fine Arts Gala (7:00 pm – Theatre/
   Gathering Area)
 12 Tues.  Last Day of Semester 2
   Locker Clean-out   
  12 Tues. School Council AGM Meeting 
   (6:30 pm -  Learning Commons)
 13-27  Semester 2 Exams
 15 Fri. NDMF Season Celebration
   Tee up for Touchdown Golf 
   Tournament
 21 Thurs.  National Aboriginal Day (no exams)
 29 Fri. Teacher Organization (am only)

Calendar of Events

Literary Café Success!
The Literary Café at Notre Dame High School is an annual event that I have participated in, all three years 

I’ve been attending the school. Essentially, it is an opportunity for students who are interested in the written 
word to provide feedback to other students in terms of their own work and to present one of their own pieces. 
I have seen many different forms of the fine arts be shared each year, such as poetry, stories, screenplays, 
songs, scripts, and even improv. The Literary Café is a great chance for anyone to get honest feedback on their 
work and be surrounded by others who have a common interest, people who may not have met previously. 
The number of students who attend each year is usually about 20 to 30, however with most presenting one 
or two pieces and time alloted for comments, it takes about two and a half hours. Something that I appreciate 
about the Café is that those who want to present their work, but are too shy to take credit for it or read it 
themselves are given the option of having a teacher read it for them. If the author is present, time for feedback 
is still given, but the student can remain anonymous, which I find to be very considerate to people who are 
nervous, or have issues speaking in front of a group of people.

As well as student participation, oftentimes teachers will also be given an opportunity to present a literary 
piece or tell a story. My favourite is when Mr. Rurka tells the story about how, throughout the generations, 
love of reading has brought together couples in his family. I have heard the story quite a few times in the past 
three years, but everytime I hear it, I am reminded of how literature can bring people together and I gain a 
new appreciation for it. It seems as though each year that I attend, there are new people who have a new form 
of literature to share. The first year I went it was mainly poetry and stories being read, by the second year I 
witnessed monologues and script readings as well, and this year there was a screenplay and songs performed. 
Each year the Literary Café draws in new people who have been encouraged by their teachers to submit their 
work, ensuring that it is always a success. At Notre Dame, there is usually at least one junior high student from 
a feeder school that has been recommended by their English teacher to share an original piece at the Literary 
Café. This provides prospective students with the opportunity to get a sense of our school’s community, 
meet their future teachers, and feel less nervous about going to a new school as they will already know other 
students.

The Literary Café is essential to our school because it promotes the fine arts and provides students with a 
creative outlet. High school can be very stressful, so having one night to gather with literary enthusiasts and 
be immersed in the written word is very important. It is truly inspiring to see people share their passion for 
the fine arts and I marvel at the courage students show in being able to share their own creations with others. 
Those who attend, whether they share or not, are very encouraging and respectful, contributing to an almost 
serene environment. The only complaint I have about the Literary Café is that it only happens once a year as it 
would be amazing to see it grow even more in popularity. I sincerely wish to see this event continue for years 
to come and that future students will find the same joy in it that I did in my time at Notre Dame. I hope to 
attend future Literary Cafés as a ND alumnus. 

Sharley Silbernagel
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www.NorthernHills.ab.ca/Mural 

 

 

14,000 people. 3 days. The longest mural in Canada. 
 

Northern Hills’ HUGE Community Mural Project! 
 

Get your paint brushes ready, we’re going to paint the longest mural in Canada! 
 

We’re creating an amazing community mural to celebrate the Northern Hills. The goal is to paint a mural along an 
850 metre fence line to kick-off 25 years of being an amazing place to call home in Northern Hills.  

And we need your help to do it! 
 

What: A Community Mural Project – A Community of Fences 
Approximately 850 metres along a wooden fence line 

When: Fence Preparation: May - June 2018 

Mural Preparation: July 2018 

Mural Painting: August Long Weekend; August 4-6, 2018 

Where: Fence Line along Coventry Hills Blvd NE, between Country Hills Blvd and Coventry Hills Way 

Who: You, Your Family & Friends!!   
Northern Hills Community, Calgarians, Artists, aspiring Artists, Businesses, Organizations, Sports 
Teams, Community Groups and anyone who wants to join us to paint the longest mural in Canada! 

Find out about it at  www.NorthernHills.ab.ca/Mural 
 

Get involved! Sign up on our  Volunteer Signup Form. 
 

Want to sponsor or make a charitable donation? Get in touch with us at Mural@NorthernHills.ab.ca. 

Be part of the legacy.  Let’s get our paint on and put Calgary on the map! 
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Connections
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2018 Edwin Parr Teacher Award nominees

Nominees for the Edwin Parr Teacher Award are first-year teachers who have displayed outstanding 
skills and performance. The Calgary Catholic School District (CCSD) wishes to congratulate:

Amelia Cracknell – St. Monica School
Laura Santi – Bishop Kidd School
Holly Noble – Bishop Kidd School
Iriel Jaroslavsky – St. Benedict School
Nicole Landry – St. Damien School
Natalie Zahavich – St. William School 
Taylor Kavanagh – Father Lacombe High School
Carla Leakos – St. Jean de Brebeuf School
Rachel Soong – St. Michael School
Mark Schuh – Bishop McNally High School
Leo Keefer – St. Timothy Jr./Sr. High School
Rebecca Johansen – St. Cyril School

The CCSD is proud that these wonderful nominees are part of the district.

Get your Chance 2 Enhance raffle tickets today

Purchase your Calgary Catholic Education Foundation (CCEF) raffle tickets for a chance to win one 
of several outstanding prizes including four $500 cash prizes, an alpine helicopter tour, a pro sports 
game package and the grand prize Toyota RAV4! Get your tickets online at www.theccef.ca or in 
person at your local Calgary Catholic school.
Tickets are $10 each or three for $25.
All proceeds go towards programs, equipment and sustainable learning resources for Calgary Catho-
lic schools.

Summer School registration 

The Calgary Catholic School District (CCSD) offers high school courses during the summer to any 
student born after September 1, 1997, including students completing Grade 9 in June 2018. Students 
can take up to eight credits in Summer School that can include one direct-instruction course and/or 
a combination of online courses. Visit the CCSD website under Students/Academic Support/Summer 
School for more information.

CCSD is Alberta’s top 70 employer

The Calgary Catholic School District (CCSD) has once again been named one of Alberta’s Top 70 
employers for this year. This special designation recognizes the Alberta employers that lead their 
industries in offering exceptional places to work. This year’s winners were announced in a special 
magazine published February 21, 2018 in the Calgary Herald and Edmonton Journal. Read the press 
release issued the same day for more background on this year’s competition.

Did you 
know?

The Calgary Catholic 
Education Foundation 
(CCEF) is seeking a new 
executive director. For 
more information, visit 
their website.


