
 
                                         

Bishop O’Byrne High School 
International Baccalaureate 

Assessment Policy 
 
Philosophy 
 
The goal of assessment is to measure learning that fosters student growth and 
reflection; and, encourages students to continue to develop as learners.  We also 
believe in assessment for learning that allows for differentiated instruction. We 
strive to allow students to reach these goals within this framework and adequately 
prepare them for success on the Alberta Diploma Exams and in the IB exams. 
 
Aims 
 
The aim of this policy is to ensure a consistent approach between the principles of 
learning as laid out by Alberta Education and those outlined by the IB Programme. 
The Guide to Education (2015) states, “the primary purpose of assessment is to 
improve student learning. Assessment information is also used to enhance 
instruction to students.” (83) 
 
Therefore, we aim to: 

• Measure student knowledge and understanding of the subject matter against 
the IB criteria 

• Use assessment results in evaluating and planning lessons 
• Accurately report student progress to students, parents and the school. 
• Determine the student’s level of understanding using both formative, 

summative and reflective assessments 
• Ensure that the student is informed about, able to reflect upon, and initiate 

activities to enhance his or her learning (Alberta Provincial Student Learning 
Assessment, P.1) 

• Ensure the Learner Profile and ATL’s are embedded in Formative, 
Summative and Reflective assessment  

• Promote and support teaching and learning 
• Identify individual learning styles  
• Encourage progression of learning 

 
    

1. Teacher Support:  Assessment as Learning 
 

• Teachers attend IB, regional and subject area workshops 
• Guides lesson planning 



• Promote a variety of teaching strategies 
• Encourages modeling/team teaching 
• Allows for consistent monitoring of teacher progress 
• Encourages self -reflection 

 
2. Student Support:  Assessment for Learning   

 
• Provide adequate practice for students by using formative 

assessments 
• Provide students with clear and consistent feedback 
• Uses diverse teaching strategies 
• Tests a range of skills 
• Accommodates a variety of learning styles 
• Utilizes IB mark bands 
• Oral assessments 
• Peer reviews 

 
3. Assessment of Learning:  Recognizes all student progress and achievement 

 
• Rewards progress, effort and achievement 
• Promotes a commitment to learning 
• Fosters self-esteem, international mindedness, social development 

and personal reflection 
• Creates opportunity for self- direction 
• Gives constructive feedback 
• Engages students in goal setting 

 
Assessment Practices 
 
 Summative:     Summative assessment is concerned with measuring student 
performance against Diploma Programme assessment criteria to judge levels of 
attainment. Teachers must be aware of the principles and practices that the IB uses 
to conduct summative assessment. Summative and formative assessments are, 
therefore, inherently linked and teachers must use their knowledge of IB summative 
assessment expectations and practices to help students improve performance in a 
formative way.  (Guidelines for Developing a School Assessment Policy in the 
Diploma Programme, P.1) 
 
 
 
Formative:  represents the process of gathering, analyzing, interpreting and using 
the evidence to improve student learning and to help students to achieve their 
potential. It is one essential component of classroom practice and needs to be 
integrated into the curriculum. The assessment policy will make clear to the whole 
community what the expectations and practices relating to formative assessment in 



the school are.  (Guidelines for Developing a School Assessment Policy in the 
Diploma Programme, P.1) This type of assessment provides students the 
opportunity to practice their skills as they are learning specific standards.  Examples 
of formative assessments may include observing students, quizzes, laboratories,     
student created questions, reflection logs and practice worksheets. 
           
 Oral:   These types of assessments are done in certain subject areas in  
 preparation for the IB exams. 
 
 Self and Group Assessment:   Encourage students to take responsibility for  
 their own leaning by evaluating their own achievement gains, identifying their       
 own strengths and areas for improvement, fostering a self-reflective learning  
 culture and encouraging independence in learning. 
 
Role of the Coordinator 
 

• Review resources annually and purchase those necessary to align with 
changing curriculum 

• Purchase IB Question bank and for all available subjects – make available for 
teachers. 

• Make available all guides and Myib 
• Inform parents of requirements for IB 
• Monitor assessment through bi monthly subject meetings 
• Monitor that each teacher has access to makes effective use of IB scores and 

data  
• Ensure assessment tasks are differentiated to assist students understanding 
• Analyze data and set goals accordingly 
• Provide students and parents with IB regulations. 
• Provide training for new teachers 

 
Role of the Faculty   
 

• Provide a range of assessment opportunities based on IB exams 
• Provide practice sessions using previous IB exams 
• Provide students with IB mark schemes 
• Keep appropriate records and report student progress in a timely manner. 
• Ensure that students understand what is being assessed and give appropriate 

feedback on how they can improve. 
• Provide practice opportunities for IB Papers and Oral presentations. 
• Prepare students for the Alberta Diploma final exams 
• Provide a calendar scheduling internal assessment, study days and extended 

essay workshops and deadlines 
• Contact parents if there are any summative or formative assessment 

concerns. 



• Provide a course outline/syllabus that informs students of subject 
expectations, assessment requirements and the breakdown of grades. 

• Inform Coordinator of any student(s) who are struggling. 
• Across the subject discipline the teachers will collaborate to create 

assessment material and corresponding rubrics to maintain consistent 
evaluation. 

 
 
Role of the Students    
 

• Carry out self- assessment and reflection 
• Strive to meet deadlines 
• Take pride in all work 
• Set personal goals 
• Organize information sessions at the start of each year 
• Celebrate achievements by participation in IB Day events, Extended Essay 

Presentations, Theatre Productions, Musical concerts, Visual Arts gallery 
presentations, International Languages Week and the Bilingual luncheons. 

• Adhere to the Bishop O’Byrne High School International Baccalaureate 
Programme Enrollment Contract. 

 
Grading and Marking 
 
Students enrolled in IB comply with two rigorous curricula:  the Alberta Program 
and the International Baccalaureate Programme, and as a result, grading occurs in 
both.  For the individual high school student, achievement is assessed in relation to 
the expectations of the Alberta Programs of Study.  In Grades 10-12, achievement is 
reported using a percentage grade. In addition to the Alberta Program of Study, 
there are also Locally Developed and Approved Courses that are used by IB schools 
to address IB curriculum content. Likewise, in IB, “The Diploma Programme also 
places an emphasis on criterion related (as opposed to norm-referenced 
assessment. This method of assessment judges’ student work in relation to 
identified levels of attainment, rather than in relation to the work of other students.” 
(from Diploma Programme: From principles into practices, IBO: April 2015, 26) 
 
Student grading in the DPIB includes the Internal Assessment which is graded by 
the teacher and external exams that occur in May of their Grades 11 and 12 years. 
Embedded in the IAs are self and group reflections.  The IB grade is a combination of 
the IA and External Exams, whereas, the Alberta Percentage mark is a separate 
grade that is dependent on the classroom mark (70%) and the Alberta Diploma 
Exam mark (30%).   
 
 
 
 



 
Links to Policies 
 

• The Admission Policy is directly linked to assessment as students need to 
achieve an above average academic report in order to enter and continue in 
the IB Programme. 

• The Inclusion Policy invites all learners to participate in the Programme if 
the IB academic standards are met. 

• The Language Policy also includes assessment criteria, always in accordance 
with IB Standards. 

• Academic Honesty is embedded in the Assessment Policy as all learners are 
informed about academic misconduct within each class, assignment and 
before any formal or informal exams.   

 
This policy is reviewed annually during our scheduled meeting in September.  
Training for new teachers occurs monthly during our intentional PD Fridays. 
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History of the Europe 
Paper 1: Prescribed subject 20% 
Paper 2   25% 
Paper 3   35% 
IA:   20% 

Math SL 
Paper 1   40% 
Paper 2   40% 
IA (Portfolio)  20% 

Visual Arts SL/HL 
  
Comparative Study    20% 
Process Portfolio   40%  
Exhibition      40%  

Biology  HL 
Paper 1    20% 
Paper 2   35% 
Paper 3   20% 
IA (+ Group 4)                          25% 

Chemistry SL 
Paper 1   20% 
Paper 2   35% 
Paper 3   20% 
IA (+group 4)  25% 

Language Acquisition 
French ab initio – SL      
Paper 1                   30%          
Paper 2                   25%          
Written assignment   20%        
Individual orals        25%          
 

Language Acquisition 
Spanish ab initio – SL      
Paper 1                     30%       
Paper 2    25%      
Written assignment   20%      
Individual oral  25%      
 

Studies in English A: 
Literature HL  
Paper 1: Commentary 20% 
Paper 2: Essay  25% 
Written Assignment  25% 
IOC   15% 
IOP   15% 

A Sample 
Of 

ASSESSMENTS 
For the 

IB Diploma Programme 

Physics HL 
Paper 1    20% 
Paper 2   35% 
Paper 3   20% 
IA (+ Group 4)                          25% 


