
 BISHOP O’BYRNE HIGH SCHOOL INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
DIPLOMA PROGRAMME ADMISSIONS POLICY 

Rationale: 
 

At Bishop O’Byrne High School, the role of our school is to “develop internationally minded 
people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help 
to create a better and more peaceful world.” (IB Learner Profile). We also believe that students 
who wish to challenge themselves both academically and personally should be afforded the 
opportunity to enroll in the IB Programme. 

That said, the IBDP is a demanding, pre-university course of studies for highly motivated 
students. The curriculum is based on standards set by the International Baccalaureate 
Organization (IBO) in Switzerland and is in daily practice in more than 3,000 schools around the 
world. 

Procedures: 

Students choosing to participate fully or partially in the IB Diploma Programme (IB DP) must 
first apply to the Grade 10 Honours (PreIB) Program in March of their grade 9 year. They are 
required to complete An Application for Candidacy form and must have the requirements set 
by the Calgary Catholic School District.  The IB Coordinator reviews all applications and if 
accepted, letters are mailed to the student in April.  

In April of the student’s grade 10 year, he or she must express interest in the full or partial 
program, in order to advance to the IB Diploma Programme.  A personal meeting with the IB DP 
Coordinator is then scheduled.  At this meeting, the student’s academic and career goals are 
discussed whereby a review of the student’s scores and teacher recommendations is 
undertaken.   If any concerns regarding the appropriateness of participating in the full program 
are expressed by the student, parents, or coordinator, the issues are discussed, and strategies 
developed, or alternate plans explored. 

Any decisions regarding the participation in the IB DP must be approved by each student’s 
parent or guardian as signified by his or her signing of the student’s course request form 
completed in the spring of the preceding year of enrollment. 



It is of utmost importance that the student must elect to take the challenge.  While it is 
understood that parents or guardians might want their child to participate in the IB DP, 
experience has shown that the student must also be motivated to participate fully in order to 
benefit from the program. 
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