
 

August 19, 2020 

Dear Blessed Marie-Rose Families: 

Welcome back to the 2020-2021 school year.  It is my honour to be part of this school community.  We 
hope you have all had a wonderful summer, despite the unusual circumstances, and we are looking forward 
seeing each-and-every one of you. Blessed Marie-Rose has been a strong community of caring throughout 
the pandemic and has shown commitment to our students. That commitment will continue as we journey 
through this unprecedented time.   

This year our District Faith theme comes from 1 Corinthians 13 – “And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is love.” This year we will focus on FAITH.   It is so important to have 
faith, especially in these times.   It can be a challenge at times, but this opens opportunities for discussions 
with our staff and students.    

Last Friday, August 14, 2020, the Calgary Catholic School District released its school resumption plan for 
Scenario 1: In-school classes resume with health measures in place. This important document is posted on 
our school website or you can access it here.   It includes some very important information about the return 
to in-person classes. We encourage you to read it, along with the details and attachments in this 
communication today, as it outlines many of the safety measures that we will be implementing at Blessed 
Marie-Rose as we put safety first this Fall. 

Mrs. Lee-Lieu, Mrs. Belkie and I take our role seriously in implementing the school resumption plan in a way 
that best fits our school community.   Our office staff and caretaking staff will be here as well, working to 
ensure we begin with safety measures in place and that we continue to make our school a welcoming and 
safe place to learn.  We are committed to working within the parameters given by Alberta Health and 
Alberta Education while still being who we are – a faith-filled, dynamic, engaged learning community. 

We know that you have many questions about what school will look like and about various schooling 
options for this year. We are sending out this communication to help answer some of your preliminary 
questions about next year. Please check our website for up-to-date information and we will also send 
information through our SchoolMessenger sender via email.   In the meantime, we are providing what 
information we can to help you all make informed decisions as we move into the start of school. Please do 
not hesitate to contact us if you have specific questions that we can help with. 

God Bless.  

  

Mrs. Alex Kingston 
Principal  

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/News/COVID-19/Documents/SchoolResumptionHandbook_Scenario1.pdf


 
 

Online Learning Option: 
We know that some of you are working through challenging decisions for this year regarding choosing online 
versus in-person learning. This is a difficult and multi-faceted decision and we know that each family must consider 
their options carefully. More information about the new CCSD K to 9 school, St. Isidore, is available here. If you 
are considering registering at St. Isidore, you must make your intentions known by August 21st by visiting the link 
provided. Should you select online learning this year, you will still be able to return to our school community for 
the 2021 -22 school year, but will have to commit to a full year of school at St. Isidore due to staffing 
considerations. 
 
Class Placements: 
Our teachers will be calling parents in the final week of August to introduce themselves to you as your child’s 
homeroom teacher, to answer questions specific to their classroom, and to walk you through our opening day 
procedures.  Digital postcards will be sent as well via email. 
 
Staggered Entry Opening Days: 
 
CCSD recognizes the importance of helping students acclimatize back into school after many months away. 
We will be implementing a staggered entry process for our first week of school to give our students the 
opportunity to orient themselves to our new procedures and have their questions answered in small groups. 
Staggered entry will take place from September 2nd to 4th with students from Grades 1 to 9. 
 
*Wednesday, September 2nd – Grades 1, 4 and 7 
*Thursday, September 3rd – Grades 2, 5 and 8 
*Friday, September 4th – Grades 3, 6 and 9 
 

  Full classes will begin on September 8th. 
 
Kindergarten: 
Please note that Kindergarten will continue with individual in-person interviews/orientation times from 
September 2nd to 9th.  Everyone will have an opportunity to book a 30 min timeslot.    Information on how you 
can sign up for your individual meeting/orientation with your child’s teacher will be coming to you 
shortly.  Kindergarten staggered entry is September 10th and 11th and the first day for all Kindergarten students 
is September 14th, 2020.    
 
School Entry and Exit: 
Procedures are currently being developed to allow for physical distancing at the start and end of the day. Students 
will be assigned a door to enter and exit the school and there will be a more flexible process to allow students 
to enter the school upon arrival and exit at the end of the day. More information to follow. 
 
Health Checks and Sanitizing: 
As a part of the additional health measures that are being implemented for a safe return: 
1.Daily health checks will be completed by parents prior to students entering the school here. 
2.Students will have access to hand sanitizer and regular handwashing routines will be built into our day. 
3.Surfaces will be sanitized regularly and high use areas cleaned regularly.  
4.Masks will be worn by all students (K-12), staff, visitors, and volunteers (with some exceptions). 
5.Physical distancing measures will be put in place where possible (Example: seating plans in rows). 
 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/Parents/Registration/OnlineLearning/Pages/default.aspx
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist


 
 

 
Masks: 
All students in K to 12 are required to wear masks at CCSD schools. Some children will find it very difficult to 
wear a mask for the whole day and for other children it will be impossible for medical reasons.  Together we will 
work to accommodate those who need accommodations and train our young people to adopt this new 
expectation.  
 
Cohorts: 
Students will be in cohorts by grade level at BMR (with a few possible exceptions). This means students will mostly 
remain in their homeroom class and not move to different classrooms, with the exception to option 
classes.  Teachers will travel from room to room for instructional purposes. This affects mostly junior high and the 
specialty areas of music and band. Students may travel to their specific classes with health measures in place.  
Gym class and recess breaks will be mostly outside and will require the students to leave their homeroom. The 
gymnasium will be used only when weather does not allow for outside classes. 
 
Recess and Lunch Hour: 
Students in elementary will have both a lunch hour and afternoon recess. Students will be in cohorts by grade 
level in the school yard and the play area will be divided to facilitate maintaining the integrity of cohorts. We will 
have a rotation schedule ensuring each cohort has an opportunity to use the playground.   We will give students 
direction on our implemented routines when they arrive for staggered entry.  
 
Canteen: 
The canteen will be closed, and no outside packaged food is permitted to be sold. This includes fun snack and 
lunch days. Students are expected to bring a lunch and full water bottle each day. Please review the increased 
importance of not sharing food with classmates.   Water fountains will not be available. 
 
Lockers: 
To limit time in the hallways and exposure to students outside of their cohorts, Junior High students will NOT have 
lockers at this time. Instead, students will bring their materials and bags to class with them (where they will spend 
most of their day) and will keep them nearby. 
 
Junior High Options and CTS: 
We are currently considering possibilities for Junior High option classes this year (i.e. Band, Drama, Art, etc.). 
While we will still offer options, these may look different because of current circumstances. Music classes present 
challenges because of limitations around singing and the use of wind instruments. More information will be 
forthcoming. 
 
CTS will continue to be offered at BMR to our Grade 8 and 9 students, but there will be no food preparation to 
start the year. 
 
Athletics: 
Many decisions are yet to be made and we are also awaiting some further directions from Alberta Education. 
An example of this is school athletics. We hope to at least have some school-based athletics this year. As we find 
out this information we will communicate as information once it becomes available.  GO Ravens!! 
 
 
 



 
 

Field Trips 
There will be no off-campus field trips for the start of the school year. We will be looking at on-campus and virtual 
field trips as an alternative and will let you know as more information becomes available. 
 
Visitors/Volunteers: 
As always, we welcome volunteers and visitors to our school if they follow health measures outlined in our School 
Resumption handbook. Volunteers will also be in cohorts and will only work with specific groups of students and 
not move between classes. We will be updating our volunteer orientation to reflect new safety measures and will 
provide more information soon. More information to follow.  
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences, School Council, and Orientations: 
For the foreseeable future, we will be finding online options for all school-related meetings and orientations. As in 
the Spring, this will likely involve the use of Zoom or Microsoft Teams for all meetings. More information will 
follow. 

 


