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☐  enhanced cleaning and 
sanitizing

☐  wearing masks (K-12)

☐  staggered entry and scheduling 
strategies

☐  physical distancing (where 
possible)

☐  daily health monitoring

☐  frequent handwashing

Welcome back! We are excited to share with you our refreshed Connections newsletter, Creating Calgary Catholic 
Together Updates. Coined by our Chief Superintendent Dr. Bryan Szumlas, Creating Calgary Catholic together 
means embracing this next chapter together, walking side by side with Jesus to build on our four district priorities 
of Student Success, Student Wellness, First Nations, Métis and Inuit Success and Faith Formation through faith, 
hope and love.

Board Chair’s welcome back message
On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Calgary Catholic School District, I am delighted to welcome back our 
students, families, staff and administration for the 2020-2021 school year. Despite the unusual circumstances we 
find ourselves in—returning to school for the first time since the March 13 suspension of face-to-face education 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic—this is a time of gratitude. Gratitude for our students’ and their families’ resilience 
as they continue to navigate the new reality that unprecedented events have imposed upon us. Gratitude for 
our school staff who, despite the sudden change in circumstances, embraced the challenges and established 
wonderful, creative learning experiences for our students in the new normal. Gratitude for our administrative staff 
and our Senior Administration team, led by Chief Superintendent Dr. Szumlas, who, over the summer, immersed 
themselves in the creation of our dynamic resumption plan to ensure a safe environment for our students and staff 
this fall. Visit our website to read the full message.

Chief Superintendent’s welcome back message
Welcome students, families, staff, community partners and trustees to the 2020-2021 school year. We all began an 
unfamiliar journey in the spring of 2020 with the COVID-19 pandemic. We embraced the challenges together and 
discovered different ways to conquer them. While this new school year will continue to present many unknowns, 
we can—and we certainly will—overcome the trying obstacles ahead by working together, adapting our actions and 
guiding our next steps with faith, hope and love. We understand some students and staff may feel anxious about 
returning to schools and worksites. We recognize the new realities of living in a world with COVID-19 and, most 
importantly, we hear your concerns. Our district cares deeply about the well-being of our families and our staff, and 
we want to assure you that health and safety is of utmost importance. Visit our website to read the full message.

Our school resumption plan
We recognize this school year will be different for our families and staff as we return to school under Scenario 1: 
In-school classes resume (near normal with health measures). To minimize risk and help keep our schools as safe 
as possible, our district administrators, with direction from Alberta Health Services and Alberta Education, have 
diligently prepared a School Resumption Handbook. 

The realities of living in a world with COVID-19 have made it essential we implement health and safety measures to 
make sure we continue to do all that we can to ensure student and staff well-being, as this remains our top priority. 
Key safeguards from our extensive re-entry plan include: 
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We want to assure our families that we are working closely with the province’s health and education experts to 
meet and exceed safety measures to reduce the spread of illness. As the COVID-19 situation evolves, so too,          
will our approach and best practices. Visit our website for more school resumption and COVID-19 information.

Additionally, the mental health of our students and staff is highly important to us. We understand the current 
COVID-19 uncertainties may have increased your stress. To further support your school re-entry, we are providing 
resources for principals to share with staff and lessons for staff to share with students. Our regular school-based 
and district supports for addressing mental health for students and staff are also available as needed. 

Introducing the 2020-2021 faith theme
The three theological virtues of faith, hope and love help us to live in a relationship with the Holy Trinity. This trio     
of gifts of grace from God is the foundation of our moral activity; they guide us, instruct us and give life to and 
inform all other virtues. Over the next three years, we will focus on each virtue as we explore our new faith theme 
from 1 Corinthians 13:13: “Faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” This year, our 
focus is faith. We will look to grow in faith by allowing God’s grace to fill our lives more deeply and by sharing His 
grace with others.
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