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Searching for a New Chief Superintendent 

With the announcement last spring of the impending retirement of our Chief Superintendent Gary 

Strother, the Board of Trustees of the Calgary Catholic School District (CCSD) began one of 

their most important roles – that of hiring their one employee, the Chief Superintendent.  

As governors of the largest publicly funded separate school district in Alberta, selecting the 

individual who will be responsible for all outcomes of the jurisdiction is no small task. There are 

several requirements of the Education Act that must be met. A Chief Superintendent must hold 

an Alberta Teaching Certificate and a master’s degree and must be in possession of, or be eligible 

for, the Superintendent’s Leadership Quality Standard, which is a mandated provincial 

designation. 

Beyond this, there are specific attributes desired by any jurisdiction relative to the qualifications 

of a Chief Superintendent. For CCSD, the Board, after surveying students, staff, school councils, 

the Calgary Diocese, and others, determined that any Chief Superintendent who will lead CCSD 

must be committed to the promotion of publicly funded Catholic education, must have system 

leadership experience, as well as competence in business and operational functions of a large 

organization. They must possess a strong sense of social justice, model the attributes of a 

Shepherd Leader, be a collaborative and open-minded visionary and a creative and innovative 

thinker. 

 

As a Board, we must demonstrate to the Minister of Education, who ultimately approves 

appointments of Chief Superintendents, that we have advertised nationally, that our preferred 

candidate is qualified through holding the above-mentioned certifications, and that any contract 

offered is in keeping with the regulations outlined in the Education Act relating to compensation 

and benefits.  

 

The Board of Trustees of the Calgary Catholic School District is confident as we navigate this 

process that we will identify the individual most suited to this critically important role. To those 

who have contributed their perspectives in this important endeavour, you have our deepest 

gratitude. 
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