
 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING No. 05-2020-2021 
 

Wednesday, September 9, 2020  
 

(Feast Day of St. Peter Claver) 
  

1:30 p.m.  
 

 
PRESENT: Trustee Mary Martin, Chair 

Trustee Linda Wellman, Vice-Chair 
 
Trustees, Myra D’Souza, Lory Iovinelli, Cheryl Low, Pamela Rath and 

 Cathie Williams 
 

Dr. Bryan Szumlas Chief Superintendent 
 Narin Kishinchandani, Superintendent, Finance & Business 

 
 

 
Board of Trustees Value Statement:  

 

“All members of our community are sacred and must be treated with dignity and 
respect.  We value excellence in Catholic education, guided by shared responsibility 
as shepherds and the moral authority of the Church”.  

 
 

 
1. Call to Order 
 

Chair Martin called Regular Public Meeting # 05-2020-2021 to order at 1:30 p.m.  
 
 
2. Prayer / Territorial Acknowledgement 
 

Trustee D’Souza led the opening prayer.  
 
Trustee D’Souza read the Territorial Acknowledgement as follows: We would like to acknowledge 
that this meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Calgary Catholic School District is taking place on 
the traditional territories of the people of the Treaty 7 region in Southern Alberta.  
 

 
3. Approval of Agenda  

 
Motion # 020/21 moved by Trustee D’Souza: THAT the Board of 
Trustees amends the agenda by moving Item 4.5 Board Meeting  
Dates to October to follow item 7.2 and add item 7.4 Correspondence 
SAAVE Support (Vaping and E-Cigarettes). 

CARRIED 
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Motion # 021/21 moved by Trustee D’Souza: THAT the Board of  
Trustees approves the agenda as amended.    

CARRIED 
 
 

4. Advice from Officials / Confidential Reports 
 

Motion # 022/21 moved by Trustee Iovinelli: THAT the Board of  
Trustees moves to meet in private.   

CARRIED 
 
The Board Meeting went in private at 1:41 p.m. to discuss items 4.1 to 4.4 and 4.6 to 4.9 
on the Agenda.   
 
As noted above Item 4.5 moved under Item 7 – Board Decision Items.  
 

4.1 Administrative Update 
4.2 Trustee Requests for IT Support 
4.3 Budget Update  
4.4 Advocacy  
4.6 ASBA Award Nominations  
4.7 ACSTA Resolutions for Fall General Meeting 
4.8 Confidential Reports – Trustee Engagement and Representation 
4.9 Correspondence Package  
 

Motion # 023/21 moved by Trustee Iovinelli: THAT the Board of  
Trustees reverts to a public meeting.   

CARRIED 
 

The Board Meeting reverted to a public meeting 3:07 p.m. 
 
 
5. Prayer / Territorial Acknowledgement 
 

 
Trustee D’Souza led the opening prayer.  
 
Trustee D’Souza read the Territorial Acknowledgement as follows: We would like to acknowledge 
that this meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Calgary Catholic School District is taking place on 
the traditional territories of the people of the Treaty 7 region in Southern Alberta.  

 
 
The Board Meeting recessed and reconvened at 3:27 p.m.  
 

 
Motion # 024/21 moved by Trustee Iovinelli: THAT the Board of  
Trustees moves to meet in private.   

CARRIED 
 
The Board Meeting went in private at 3:27 p.m. to discuss items 4.8 and 4.9. on the 
Agenda.   
 

4.8 Confidential Reports – Trustee Engagement and Representation 
4.9 Correspondence Package  
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Motion # 025/21 moved by Trustee Iovinelli: THAT the Board of  
Trustees reverts to a public meeting.   

CARRIED 
 
 
The Board Meeting reverted to a public meeting 4:27 p.m. 
 
 
6. Presentation and Review of Accountability Report  
 

Accountability Reports can be viewed at: 
https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Governance/Pages/default.aspx  

 

 No report for September 9, 2020.  

 
7. Board Decision Items 

 
7.1 Alberta Scan Subscription Renewal 
 

Chair Martin stated that the yearly subscription for Alberta Scan is up for renewal at a cost 
of $ 1,575.   
 

Motion # 026/21 moved by Trustee Low: THAT the Board of  
Trustees directs administration to renew the Alberta Scan  
subscription for one year as indicated on invoice # 7849.   

CARRIED 
 

 
7.2 School Council Chair & Executive Orientation Proposed Changes    
 

Chief Superintendent Szumlas stated that the annual School Council Chair and Executive 
Orientation is currently scheduled for September 29, 2020. Given the current COVID-19 
situation and many families moving to online schooling, we are finding that school councils 
are changing more than usual. In order to allow for more time for the councils to be set 
given these unique circumstances, we think it might be beneficial to postpone the orientation 
session until mid-October. As well, to be respectful of parents’ time commitments, we are 
suggesting that the orientation and the general meeting scheduled for October 20, 2020 be 
held on the same evening.  

 
  Administration answered clarifying questions from the Board of Trustees.  

 
 

Motion # 027/21 moved by Trustee Rath: THAT the Board of  
Trustees approves a School Council Chair and Executive  
Orientation date change to October 20, 2020 and to be held  
on the same evening as the General Meeting.  

CARRIED 
 
 
Administration will provide to the Board of Trustees for consideration, proposed methods of 
communication with School Council Chairs to the next Special Board Meeting of 
September 16, 2020.   
 
 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Governance/Pages/default.aspx
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7.3 Board Meeting Dates to October 2021     

 
Motion # 028/21 moved by Trustee Wellman: THAT the Board 
of Trustees approves the additional Board Meeting dates as 
presented with the addition of the October 13, 2021 Special 
Board Meeting. 

CARRIED 
 
 

7.4 Correspondence – SAAVE Support (Vaping and E-Cigarettes     
 

Chair Martin provided correspondence that was received in the Board office regarding Stop 
Addicting Adolescents to Vaping and E-Cigarettes (SAAVE).  Currently no action required.   
 
 
 

Chair Martin inquired with the Board of Trustees if there were any updates regarding Trustee 
Engagement and Representation.   
 
 

Trustee Iovinelli – Alberta Catholic School Trustees Association (ACSTA) 
 

• New Executive Director Dr Eugenia Pagnotta-Kowalczyk has commenced duties. 

 
Trustee Iovinelli – St. Mary’s University 
 

• Thirty percent of classes are online, and the university is working assiduously to make its    
campus safe. 

 
 
 

8. Information 
 

8.1 Budget Update 
 
Chief Superintendent Szumlas stated that the Budget Update is a standing agenda item at 
each Regular Board Meeting. In this update, Administration brings forward information 
related to the district finances (Actuals) and the plan for the following school year (Budget). 
 
The annual budget process during the new school year will largely track a similar pattern as 
in the past, with the primary difference being that the filing of a fall budget update for    
2020-2021 is no longer expected to be a requirement this November. Another significant 
difference will be the improved ability to establish revenue with reasonable accuracy for the 
2021-2022 budget year in March 2021. Both changes result from the introduction of the 
Renewed Funding Framework in early 2020. 
 
Regular budget updates will be provided to the Board on a variety of matters at each 
subsequent Regular meeting of the Board. 
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8.2 Budget Update – Federal Funding for Safe Return to Class 

 
Superintendent Kishinchandani stated that on September 2, 2020, the provincial 
government released the proposed allocation of the federal funding to school jurisdictions in 
Alberta for Safe Return to Class. 
 
The district’s share of this funding is $20.5 million, to be released in two equal instalments, 
the first being in September 2020, followed by a second instalment at a later point in the 
year. 
 
The district proposes to utilize this funding for the authorized categories, as stated in 
Minister LaGrange’s message and quoted below: 
 

“This funding will allow your school authority to address staffing, 
adapting learning spaces and personal protective equipment, cleaning 
and safety considerations for schools and buses, supports for special 
needs students, and online learning and teacher training.” 

 
As a result of this additional infusion of funds, the district no longer sees the need for the 
previously requested drawdown of $3.0 million from reserves, intended for meeting 
unbudgeted needs for the safe reopening of schools. 
 
Administration will utilize the new funding for the stated purposes. 
 

  Administration answered clarifying questions from the Board of Trustees.  
 
 

Motion # 029/21 moved by Trustee Wellman: THAT the Board of  
Trustees approves the use of the funding up to 20.5 million dollar  
grant for the authorized categories of spend. 
 

CARRIED 
 

Motion # 030/21 moved by Trustee Wellman: THAT the Board of  
Trustees approves the withdrawal of the request sent to the Ministry 
of Education for the use of 3.0 million dollars from Reserves. 

 
CARRIED 

 
8.3 COVID-19 Update 

 
Chief Superintendent Szumlas provided the Board of Trustees with letters issued to parents 
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic for the period July to September 1, 2020.   
 
Administration answered clarifying questions from the Board of Trustees.  
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8.4 Online Student Registration 

 
Chief Superintendent Szumlas stated that online registration for St Isidore and St Anne 
schools officially closed on Friday September 4, 2020. The total online registration figures 
for both schools is as follows:  
 

St. Isidore 5,828 
St. Anne  1,415   

 
  Administration answered clarifying questions from the Board of Trustees.  

 
 

8.5 School Liturgies and Celebrations 
 

John Wasch, Director of Catholicity stated that in conjunction with the Diocese of Calgary, 
administration has developed guidelines for schools regarding school liturgies and parish 
visits for scenario 1 re-entry. Precautions outlined in our School Resumption Handbook and 
direction provided by the Bishop’s office do limit the ability of schools to gather students in 
large assemblies either at schools or at parishes. Accordingly, schools are being encouraged 
to explore alternative methods of celebrating liturgies at their locations. These alternatives 
could include virtual celebrations, classroom/TA based liturgies or staggered celebrations that 
allow for liturgical celebrations to take place without the physical assembly of larger groups. 
 
The Religious Education team continues to provide liturgical resources to schools, and 
we will also periodically provide some district produced pre-recorded materials for school 
use this year. 
 
One anticipated outcome from these guidelines is that Trustees may expect fewer 
invitations to ‘in-person’ liturgical celebrations at schools under scenario 1. As schools deal 
with changes to class configuration and staffing, the gathering and collating of school liturgy 
information will be delayed this year. We will continue to encourage our school locations 
to involve Trustees and share information regarding liturgies where possible. 

 
  Administration answered clarifying questions from the Board of Trustees.  

 
 
 
Business Arising from Discussion: 
 
 
Item 4.1 Administrative Update 
 

Motion # 031/21 moved by Trustee Wellman: THAT the Board of 
Trustees directs the Chief Superintendent and Board Chair to write 
a letter to the Chief of Police in support and appreciation of the 
SRO program in the Calgary Catholic School District. 

CARRIED 
 
  



September 9, 2020 Regular Board Meeting  Page 7 of 7 

 
Item 4.4 Advocacy 
 

Motion # 032/21 moved by Trustee Iovinelli: THAT the Board of  
Trustees directs the Board Chair to write a letter to the Minister of 
Education, the Honourable Adrianna La Grange and MLA Mike Ellis 
regarding the proposal to support student needs. 

CARRIED 
 
 
Item 4.7 Alberta Catholic School Trustees Association Resolutions for Fall General Meeting 
 

Motion # 033/21 moved by Trustee Iovinelli: THAT the Board of 
Trustees directs the Chief Superintendent to submit the ACSTA 
Award nomination as discussed at the September 9, 2020  
Regular Board Meeting. 

CARRIED 
 
Item 4.9 Correspondence 
 

Motion # 034/21 moved by Trustee Rath: THAT the Board of 
Trustees approves the attached letter for distribution. 

CARRIED 
 
9. Closing Prayer  

 
Trustee D’Souza lead the closing prayer. 

 
 
10. Adjourn  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m.  
 
The next Board Meeting will be held in the Boardroom of the Catholic School Centre on  
September 23, 2020 beginning at 1:30 p.m. and the public is invited to join the meeting at 
3:00 p.m.  
 
The Board Meeting schedule can be access through this page:  
https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/MeetingAgenda/Pages/default.aspx     

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/MeetingAgenda/Pages/default.aspx

