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REGULAR BOARD MEETING NO. 10-2020-2021, October 21, 2020 

Board Chair’s 

Report 

The entire Board Chair Report and previous reports can be viewed at: 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Newsletters/Pages/default.aspx 

 At our Regular Board Meeting of October 7, 2020, Mr. Alexander presented a beautifully 

sculpted wood carving. This work beautifully captured the symbolism of, ‘Creating Calgary 

Catholic Together’, and will be a remarkable visual reminder of who we are as a learning 

community of faith. 

 At our Regular Board Meeting of October 7, 2020, our Chief Superintendent was recognized 

for thirty years of service with Calgary Catholic. The Board was very pleased to recognize 

this achievement, and would like to congratulate Dr. Szumlas, along with all of our staff 

who have achieved this important milestone. 

 On October 13, 2020 Chief Superintendent Szumlas, Superintendent McDonald, CPS 

Deputy Chief Katie McLellan, Superintendent Asif Rashid, and I held a virtual meeting. 

This meeting provided an opportunity to discuss the important role that CPS plays in 

promoting safe and caring environments within our schools. This was an opportunity to 

meet Deputy Chief McLellan and Superintendent Rashid, who has been newly appointed to 

oversee initiatives such as the School Resource Officer (SRO) program. 

 On October 14, 2020, the Metro Group met virtually. This meeting provided an opportunity 

for the Chairs of Alberta’s four Metro school boards to discuss issues of mutual interest, as 

well as seek opportunities for advocacy. As the four Metro school boards represent just 

under half of Alberta’s students, working effectively together on initiatives jointly impacting 

our respective boards provides an effective voice for the students whom we serve. 

 Developing and maintaining effective relationships with provincial partners is an important 

aspect of our role as governors. The Board of Trustees was pleased to have the opportunity 

to meet with ASBA (Alberta School Boards Association) on October 15, 2020 to discuss 

issues of mutual interest.  

 On October 20, 2020, the Board of Trustees was very pleased to welcome the executive 

members of our school councils, and to provide an orientation to their roles within their 

respective schools. This virtual meeting created an important opportunity to foster a sense of 

community with our school councils. As a Board, we are grateful to our school council 

leaders, who have balanced busy schedules and competing demands to support their school 

communities. We were also pleased at this meeting to welcome Dr. Christine Kennedy, who 

in her role with Alberta Health Services, presented on the impact of COVID 19 in our 

schools. This presentation, which also allowed for questions from attendees, was very much 

appreciated. 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Newsletters/Pages/default.aspx
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Territorial 

Acknowledgement 

The Board of Trustees welcomed Wanda First Rider, Elder of the Kainai Nation (Blackfoot 

Confederacy), Angela Houle – Consultant Indigenous Education, and Paula Huddy-Zubkowski, 

Consultant Instruction Media Centre (IMC) to the Board Meeting.  

The district in order to honour and mention all those in the Treaty 7 area, recreated the 

Territorial Acknowledgement  in consultation with the district Indigenous Team  and the 7 

signatories who provided feedback and their blessings on a new district Land 

Acknowledgement.  

Wanda First Rider read the new Land Acknowledgement to assist the Board of Trustees with the 

pronunciation of the new language in the Land Acknowledgement.  

The Board of Trustees approved that future meetings of the Board, all School Meetings and 

Events will begin with the following Territorial Acknowledgement: 

The Creator gifted us with this land that we are blessed to share and care for 

together. The Calgary Catholic School District acknowledges that the land we 

gather on, Mohkinstsis, is the ancestral territory of the Siksikaitsitapi: the 

Siksika, Kainai, Piikani, and Amskapi Pikuni.  

We acknowledge all the Treaty 7 signatories, including the Tsuut’ina people, 

as well as the Iyarhe Nakoda Nations: Bearspaw, Chiniki, and Wesley.  This 

land is also the home of Métis Nation Region 3 and all other people who make 

their home here. 

The Board of Trustees approved that all district Mass and Liturgies will begin with the 

following Diocesan Land Acknowledgement: 

“We acknowledge that Treaty 7 territory, on which we stand, is the ancestral land of the 

Indigenous peoples, and is common home to everyone in virtue of our Creator God’s 

gracious gift. 

Budget Update Superintendent Kishinchandani provided the following Budget update: 

Activities relating to the fiscal year-ended August 31, 2020 continue to progress as per plan, 

including the EY audit work. 

The weaker enrolment counts reported are expected to have an adverse effect on the district’s 

financial outcomes for the current fiscal year.  This primarily arises from the need to set aside 

50% of the current year grant revenue associated with the reduced student count that will be 

offset against the 2021-2022 grants receivable, in alignment with the operation of the Weighted 

Moving Average formula. 

Further, with a sizable shift in students pursuing online learning through St. Isidore, 

discussions are in progress with the ministry to ensure there are no other unintended funding 

implications. 

A report on the final funding implications for the current fiscal year will be presented at a 

future board meeting. 
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Policy 13 Review 

First, 2nd and 

Final Reading 

The Board Policy Handbook can be viewed at:  

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Governance/ReportsPoliciesProcedures/Pages/default.

aspx 

The Board of Trustees approved the changes to Policy 13 “Hearings on Teacher Transfers” of 
the Board Policy Handbook as discussed at the October 14, 2020 Special Board Meeting for 
First Reading as follows:  

Replace the reference to the School Act found in the second line of the first paragraph with a 
reference to the Education Act. 

Under the section titled Specifically: 
Replace the word meeting found in the third line of bullet point number 5 with the word 
hearing. 

Amend the first line of bullet point number 6 to now read as: 
The teacher or the Chief Superintendent may be accompanied by legal counsel or other 

Amend bullet point 7 to now read as: 
Notwithstanding the deadlines described above, the Board Chair shall reserve the right to 
receive further documentation as deemed relevant. 

Amend sub point 8.5 to now read as: 
The Board will meet without the respective parties to the appeal in attendance to arrive at a 
decision regarding the appeal. The Board may have the Board Secretary or legal counsel for 
the Board in attendance (as distinct from legal counsel for the Chief Superintendent in 
attendance at the hearing, if any). 

Amend the Legal Reference found at the end of the policy to now read as: 
Legal Reference: Part 4 and section 212 of the Education Act 

********************************************************* 

The Board of Trustees, by a quorum of the Trustees present approved that the 2nd and Final 

Reading shall immediately follow the First Reading. 

********************************************************* 

The Board of Trustees approved the changes to Policy 13 “Hearings on Teacher Transfers” of 
the Board Policy Handbook as discussed at the October 14, 2020 Special Board Meeting for 
2nd and Final Reading as follows:  

Replace the reference to the School Act found in the second line of the first paragraph with a 
reference to the Education Act. 

Under the section titled Specifically: 
Replace the word meeting found in the third line of bullet point number 5 with the word 
hearing. 

Amend the first line of bullet point number 6 to now read as: 
The teacher or the Chief Superintendent may be accompanied by legal counsel or other 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Governance/ReportsPoliciesProcedures/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Governance/ReportsPoliciesProcedures/Pages/default.aspx
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Policy 13 Review 

First, 2nd and 

Final Reading  

Continued 

Amend bullet point 7 to now read as: 
Notwithstanding the deadlines described above, the Board Chair shall reserve the right to 
receive further documentation as deemed relevant. 

Amend sub point 8.5 to now read as: 
The Board will meet without the respective parties to the appeal in attendance to arrive at a 
decision regarding the appeal. The Board may have the Board Secretary or legal counsel for 
the Board in attendance (as distinct from legal counsel for the Chief Superintendent in 
attendance at the hearing, if any). 

Amend the Legal Reference found at the end of the policy to now read as: 
Legal Reference: Part 4 and section 212 of the Education Act 

District Vision 

Plan  

The purpose of this engagement is to afford the district an opportunity to revisit the existing 

Mission, Values and Vision statements with a view to creating a clear, concise and easily 

recalled Vision statement that resonates with stakeholders.  

The consultation will include the Board of Trustees, senior administration, instructional and 

non-instructional district staff, school councils and parents/guardians.  

The timeline for this engagement, will ensure an updated Vision statement recommendation is 

brought before the Board for consideration at the scheduled April 24, 2021 Board meeting. 

The Board of Trustees approved the proposed engagement process and directed the Chief 

Superintendent to move forward with the Help Plan our Future process for the district’s Vision 

statement. 

PD Post Activity 

Report – Trustee 

Iovinelli and Rath 

Trustee Iovinelli spoke about two documents that were discussed during the PD sessions that 

could be useful and enhance the Board’s current information related to an Electronic Meeting 

Policy and Orientation Program Outline.  

The Board of Trustees directed the Board Chair to add Trustee Onboarding and Orientation to 

the January 2021 Special Board Meeting agenda. 
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Determination of 

Ward Boundaries 

In preparation for the October 2021 Trustee election, the Board is required to make a bylaw for the 

ward boundaries as outlined in section 76 of the Education Act. In addition, section 76(4) states: 

(4) A board shall establish, implement, and make publicly available a policy respecting

the considerations and process used by the board to determine ward structures.

In general, the district has established the ward boundaries in conjunction with the City of Calgary 

ward boundary reviews (NOTE: a City of Calgary review is currently in process) and has 

established a Trustee ward as being 2 City of Calgary wards that are geographically close to each 

other and further assigns each of Chestermere, Airdrie and Cochrane along with their respective 

catchment areas to a Trustee ward being in close proximity.  

The current ward boundaries are as follows: 

Trustee Ward 1 City of Calgary Wards 1 and 2 and Cochrane 

Trustee Ward 2 City of Calgary Wards 3 and 5 and Airdrie 

Trustee Ward 3 City of Calgary Wards 4 and 7  

Trustee Ward 4 City of Calgary Wards 6 and 8 

Trustee Ward 5 City of Calgary Wards 9 and 10 and Chestermere 

Trustee Ward 6 City of Calgary Wards 11 and 12 

Trustee Ward 7 City of Calgary Wards 13 and 14 

Following the review of criteria with the Board of Trustees, the considerations and process to 

determine ward structures are as follows: 

Considerations: 

1. Total Population: Using the most recent civic census data available, the total

population is intended to be relatively equal between Trustee wards with an

allowable deviation of ± 25%.

2. City of Calgary Wards: Trustee wards shall consist of a combination of City of

Calgary wards in their entirety.

3. Airdrie, Chestermere and Cochrane: Each of these surrounding communities and

their respective catchment area shall be attached to a separate Trustee ward.

4. School Communities: Each Trustee ward will, wherever possible, include a

comparable number of school communities.

Process: 

A review of the ward boundaries shall be undertaken at least once every 4 years 

incorporating any changes to the jurisdictional boundaries and/or any changes to the 

City of Calgary ward boundaries.  

The Board of Trustees shall pass a bylaw establishing ward boundaries to be in effect 

for the next subsequent election prior to December 31 in the year prior to an election 

year. 

The Board of Trustees approved the current Ward pairing scenario to be incorporated into the 

Ward Boundary Bylaw that will be presented at the November 25, 2020 Board Meeting for 

approval. 
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Business Rising 

from Discussions 

Item 4.4 Board Professional Development 

The Board of Trustees directed the Board Chair to engage the services of Dr Leroy Sloan for 

two days for the purpose of reviewing the GTEC model with both the Board of Trustees and 

Senior Administration. 

Item 4.5 Trustee Engagement and Representation 

The Board of Trustees directed the Board Chair to write a letter summarizing and thanking the 

President and Executive of the Alberta School Boards Association (ASBA) in respect to the 

meeting of October 15, 2020 with the Calgary Catholic Board of Trustees. 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to obtain from the Alberta School 

Councils Association (ASCA) a list of Calgary Catholic School Council Chairs or parents who 

participated in the October 17, 2020 ASCA General Meeting. so that they may be recognized 

by the Board Chair in writing on behalf of the Board for their time and commitment. 


