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The entire Board Chair Report and previous reports can be viewed at: 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Newsletters/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Chair Martin provided the following update:  

⬧ On June 20, 2019 Chief Superintendent Gary Strother and Chair Martin met with the 

Minister of Education Adriana LaGrange. We had the opportunity to discuss our 

concerns regarding the imminent ban on calming rooms. We were also able to share 

our perspectives on the budget, expected to be tabled this fall. We also discussed 

infrastructure, and the need to support growth at Calgary Catholic.  Likewise, we 

used the opportunity to express our appreciation for the commitment on the part of 

the province to follow through on the commitment of the previous government 

relative to the construction of a new playground at St. Peter School. 

⬧ Trustees made it a priority to attend a number of Stampede functions, which provided 

an important opportunity to strengthen relationships. We were represented at the 

Hays Breakfast at Heritage Park, the Premier’s Breakfast at McDougall Centre, and 

at St. Mary’s University, among others. 

⬧ Alberta Education hosted a number of live webinars specific to the draft regulations 

that support the new Education Act. I would like to thank Trustees Iovinelli, Rath, 

and Wellman, who joined me at these webinars, which were held on June 26, July 

3rd, 10th, and 19th.  The purpose of these live webinars was to ensure that the 

province’s 61 school districts had the opportunity to explore the new regulations, as 

well as to provide feedback to Alberta Education. 

⬧ On August 22, 2019, Chief Superintendent Strother and I represented Calgary 

Catholic at a meeting with the four Metro Boards (Edmonton Public, Edmonton 

Catholic, and Calgary Board of Education) with Minister LaGrange, Chief of Staff 

Nicole Williams and Deputy Minister Clarke. This meeting provided an important 

opportunity to share perspectives and discuss possible solutions to the concerns 

raised by the imminent ban on calming rooms. We were very pleased to publicly 

support the Minister’s decision to rescind Ministerial Order 006/2019, effectively 

overturning the ban, and look forward to working with AB Ed as they develop new 

standards that will meet the needs of all involved. 

⬧ Several Trustees attended the new Education Workshop on August 23, 2019, which 

was an important opportunity to welcome our new educators to Calgary Catholic.   

⬧ Several Trustees, along with a number of the senior administration team, participated 

in a province wide webinar in which the finalized regulations, created to support the 

new Education Act, were presented.  

- This webinar, held on August 23rd, provided the opportunity for AB Ed to 

share the finalized regulations, as well as to answer questions brought 

forward by participating boards. The new Education Act comes into force on 

September 1, 2019. 
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⬧ On August 26, 2019, Trustees joined the senior administration team, as well as 

school leadership for the Annual School Opening Breakfast and Leadership Team 

Meeting.   This event introduced those present to the Faith them for the school year; 

‘Knock and the door shall be opened’. As well, it provided an important opportunity 

for Chief Superintendent Strother to welcome back our administrators, and to set the 

stage for this year’s work. 

⬧ Calgary Catholic’s Opening Mass was held on August 29th, and provided an 

opportunity for everyone within the Calgary Catholic family to gather together as 

people of faith to start off the school year with a Mass. Celebrated by Bishop 

McGrattan, and attended by a number of our parish priests and deacons, our Opening 

Mass is an important event, in that it focuses us on our work through the lens of our 

faith. 

⬧ On September 5, 2019, Minister of Education Adrianna LaGrange and Minister of 

Infrastructure Prasad Panda visited our newest school, St. Veronica which is located 

in Airdrie. Congratulations to our Support Services Department who completed the 

construction of St. Veronica one full year ahead of schedule.  

⬧ On September 5, 2019, the Board of Trustees met to establish parameters for the 

search for a new Chief Superintendent.  With Chief Superintendent Strother’s 

retirement effective February 29, 2020, the Board has ample time to conduct a 

thorough search.  We know that the hiring of a new Chief Superintendent is of great 

importance to the Calgary Catholic family, and we will undertake this work with the 

greatest of care. 

 
 

Budget Update Gerry Boiteau, Manager Business Services stated that the Budget Update is a standing 

agenda item at each Regular Board Meeting.  In this update, Administration brings 

forward information related to the district finances (Actuals) and the plan for the 

following school year (Budget).  

The district continues to assess the recently released report and recommendations of the 

Blue-Ribbon Panel on Alberta’s Finances and the potential implications thereof for the 

district.  Further, the provincial budget, expected to be released in the fall, will likely 

provide greater clarity on the validity of the assumptions that were used in the district 

operating budget for the current school year.  Relevant updates in these areas will be 

provided to the Board in due course. 

The diagram below reflects the significant milestones through the course of the current 

school year that will become the subject matter of ongoing updates / approvals at future 

Board meetings. 
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ASBA Award 

Nominations  

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to prepare an Alberta School 

Board Association Award nomination form for the School Board Innovation and 

Excellence Award for Support Services and submit to ASBA by September 20, 2019. 

 

Opting Out of 

Alberta School 

Foundation Fund 

(ASFF)  

The Board of Trustees approved that the Calgary Catholic School Division Resolution of 

School Board to Opt Out of the Alberta School Foundation Fund, THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED that Division 4 of Part 6 of the recently amended Education Act (2012) s. 

164(1-5) does not apply to this Board. 

 

And that this Board hereby certifies to the Minister of Education that pursuant to the 

above resolution of the Board, Division 4 of Part 6 of the recently amended Education 

Act (2012) s. 164(1-5) does not apply to this Board. 

 
************************************************ 

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Board Chair to complete and submit the required 

documentation to the Alberta Catholic School Trustees Association (ACSTA) by 

September 30, 2019 in regard to the Calgary Catholic Resolution to opt out of the Alberta 

School Foundation Fund. 

 
 

Review of Annual 

Work Plan 

The Board of Trustees amended Board Policy 2 – Appendix A – Board Annual Work 

Plan with the following: 

 

In the month of September, remove the bullet “Review Board Annual Work Plan” In the 

month of October, move the event “Bishop’s Breakfast” to September  

 

In the month of November, add the bullet “Appoint ASBA Director as needed” 

 

In the month of December, remove the bullet “Establish and approve strategic priorities 

and key results early in the process” 

 

 

 

Proposed Agenda 

for School Council 

Chair and Executive 

Orientation 

Meetings Sept 17, 

2019 

 

The Board of Trustees approved the agenda for the School Council Chair and Executive 

Orientation Meeting on September 17, 2019. 

 

ASBA 

Correspondence – 

G-TEC Policy 

Templates  

 

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to complete a legal review of 

current board policies using ASBA’s G-TEC Policy Templates as reference and make 

recommendations to the Board to ensure its compliance with the Education Act. 

 

Update – Ministerial 

Order on Seclusion 

Rooms 

The Board of Trustees instructed the Board Chair to prepare a letter to the Minister of 

Education Adriana LaGrange on her decision to rescind Ministerial Order 106/2019. 
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Chief 

Superintendent 

Search Update 

The Board held a special meeting on September 5, 2019, where coming out of the 

meeting a committee of the whole, Chief Superintendent Search Committee was 

convened by motion and Trustee Williams was appointed as Committee Chair. Updates 

regarding the Chief Superintendent Search will be provided at each Regular Board 

Meeting until the search is complete.  

 

Motions Arising 

from Discussions 

Item 5.4 ACSTA Resolutions for Fall General Meeting 

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chair to add item Alberta Catholic School Trustees 

Association (ACSTA) Resolutions to the September 16, 2019 Special Board Meeting 

agenda. 

 

 

Item 5.9 – Correspondence Package  

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to provide by September 25, 

2019 to the Board of Trustees the feasibility on answering the Alberta School Boards 

Associations call for presentations at the Canadian School Boards Association (CSBA) 

Congress 2020 and include a list of possible topics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


