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The entire Board Chair Report and previous reports can be viewed at: 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Newsletters/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Chair Martin provided the following update:  

 Over the last two weeks, there have been a number of important developments and 

opportunities for the Board of Trustees to advocate for and support publicly funded 

Catholic Education in Alberta generally, and within the Calgary Catholic School 

District, specifically. 

− First and foremost, with the introduction of a province wide consultation 

process with respect to a review of the provincial funding model for education, 

there is an important opportunity for the Calgary Catholic School District to 

engage in the recent provincial consultations in this regard. To that end, I had 

the opportunity to take part in a meeting of Alberta’s  publicly funded school 

Board Chairs on September 12, 2019 in Edmonton, to engage in discussion 

regarding what excellence in education in a publicly funded system might look 

like.  We were pleased to  be joined by the Minister of Education Adriana 

LaGrange, Chief of Staff Nicole Williams, Assistant Deputy Minister Gene 

Williams, Deputy Minister Curtis Clark, along with others. Opportunities to 

optimally fund public education in Alberta, were discussed. 

− This important opportunity was augmented by the attendance of Trustee Cheryl 

Low at an additional session in Edmonton on September 18, 2019, to discuss 

elements of the provincial education funding review that were specific to 

Governance. This review, anticipated to span 6 months, will result in a new 

funding model for publicly funded education in Alberta. It is anticipated that 

there will be additional opportunities for both the Board and our administration 

to engage in this important work. 

 On September 16, 2019 the Board undertook to engage a facilitator to assist with the 

important work of hiring a new Chief Superintendent. This important work is 

anticipated to take several months and is expected to result in the placement of a new 

Chief Superintendent in early Spring of 2020. 

 On September 17, 2019 the Board of Trustees were privileged to welcome Calgary 

Catholic’s incoming School Council Chairs, Vice-chairs, secretaries and Treasurers 

to an orientation session related to their specific roles and provided an opportunity to 

network with others.  Mr. John Wasch, Executive Liaison to the Chief 

Superintendent was introduced as he assumed his new responsibility over School 

Councils.  

 On September 18, 2019 the Board of Trustees welcomed Bishop McGrattan to 

Central Office.  This was an important opportunity to strengthen relationships as well 

as to explore opportunities to strengthen publicly funded Catholic education.  

 On September 21, 2019 several Trustees attended Breakfast with the Bishop, an 

annual event that was held this year at St. Albert the Great Parish.  This community 

event is an opportunity to network with Catholic stakeholders and strengthen our 

relationship with our Bishop.  
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Budget Update 
Superintendent Kishinchandani stated that following the recent fiscal year-end for the 

district on August 31, 2019, processes are currently underway to finalize the financial 

statements for the 2018-2019 year. 

The district continues to engage with Alberta Education through participation in select 

consultative committees set up by the ministry, which provides an opportunity for the 

district’s perspectives to be considered in the context of the provincial view, to help with 

the evolution of those aspects of funding and assurance currently under review. 

The diagram below reflects the significant milestones through the course of the current 

school year, with the vertical arrow indicating the current progress. 

 

 

Approve Terms of 

Engagement, 

Inclusive of Scope 

and Cost of the 

Auditor  

 

 

The Board of Trustees approved the Terms of Engagement, inclusive of the Audit Plan 

and cost of Auditor as presented by EY at the Audit Committee meeting on      

September 18, 2019. 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to recruit one member from the 

adult learning community to bring the membership of the Committee in alignment with 

the requirements set out in the Education Act. 

 

Policy Change 

Considerations – 

Policy 2 Appendix 2 

(2nd and Final 

Reading)  

 

 

The Board of Trustees amended Board Policy 2 – Appendix A –Board Annual Work Plan 

with the following: 

 

In the month of September, remove the bullet “Review Board Annual Work Plan” 

 

In the month of October, move the event “Bishop’s Breakfast” to September 

In the month of November, add the bullet “Appoint ASBA Director as needed” 

 

In the month of December, remove the bullet “Establish and approve strategic 

priorities and key results early in the process” 
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Motions Arising 

from Discussions 

Item 5.1a  Administrative Update – CSBA Congress 2020  

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to submit presentation topics to 

ASBA in response to the call for presentations for CSBA Congress 2020 as discussed at 

the September 25, 2019 Regular Board Meeting. 

 

 

Item 5.1b  Administrative Update Alberta Curriculum & Resource Coordinator  

for Catholic Schools  

 

The Board of Trustees approved in principle the funding required for a shared 0.5 FTE 

Alberta Curriculum and Resource Coordinator for Catholic Schools position starting in 

the fall of 2020 and the possible extension of this up to a 1.0 FTE position in the future 

as needed. 

 

Trustee Williams requested a recorded vote.  

 

In Favour: Trustees Myra D’Souza, Lory Iovinelli, Cheryl Low, Mary Martin, 

Pamela Rath, and Linda Wellman 

 

 Opposed:  Trustee Cathie Williams 

 

 

Item 5.2  Advocacy 

The Board of Trustees directed the Board Chair to send a positive response to the Minister 

of Infrastructure, Prasad Panda’s request of September 23, 2019 for a meeting with the 

Board of Trustees.  

 

 

Item 5.5  Alberta Teachers Association (ATA) Bargaining Interests  

 

The Board of Trustees approved the ATA Local Bargaining Interests, Goals and Mandate 

as presented.  

 

 

 


