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REGULAR BOARD MEETING NO. 10-2019-2020, November 6, 2019 

 

Board Chair’s 

Report 

 

 

 

The entire Board Chair Report and previous reports can be viewed at: 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Newsletters/Pages/default.aspx 

⬧ On October 17, ATA Local 55 held their New Teacher Induction formally recognizing 

our new teachers as part of the Alberta Teachers Association.  Honoured to attend this 

event were Vice-Chair Wellman, Trustees D’Souza, Iovinelli and Rath.  

⬧ Calgary Catholic hosted their 2nd Faith Day for Students at St. Michael’s Parish and 

Vice-Chair Wellman represented the Board of Trustees.  The day was led by Father Rob 

Galea, who shared his insights as a Catholic priest.  

⬧ On October 21, Trustees Iovinelli, Low and Rath attend the first GrACE Summit in 

Leduc Alberta.  The GrACE submit allowed for a broad cross section of the Catholic 

community in Alberta to network become informed and celebrate Catholic Education.   

⬧ On October 24, the provincial government tabled the budget in the legislature. Vice-

Chair Wellman, along with Trustees D’Souza, Iovinelli and Rath attended.   

⬧ On October 29th, Trustees D’Souza, Low, Rath and Chair Martin attended the Ground 

Blessing and Sod Turning Ceremony for our new Evanston K-6 school, scheduled to 

open in the fall of 2021. Father Avi Colaco, presided over the ground blessing. Once  the 

ground was blessed, those attending proceeded to Our Lady of Grace School to conclude 

the ceremony. We were delighted to see a number of dignitaries present, including 

representatives for the Minister of Infrastructure, Prasad Panda, as well as various 

community representatives and City Councillor Joe Magliocca.  

⬧ On October 29, School Council Chairs, school administrators, members of our senior 

administration and Board of Trustees met as a school community to begin the year’s 

work as partners in education.  The evening included an overview of how the voice of 

our community influences and informs the Board of Trustees work in setting priorities 

for the District, what those priorities are, as well as how they are realized. New this year 

is the integration of Thought Exchange to provide real time responses to conversations.  

⬧ On October 30, the Calgary Annual Red Mass was held at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Chair 

Martin and Vice-Chair Wellman attended. This Mass is celebrated in honour of the legal 

profession as a vocation in the service of justice and the common good. .  

⬧ The weekend of November 2nd and 3rd celebrates Catholic Education Sunday. Many staff, 

as well as the Board of Trustees, participate by sharing the importance of publicly funded 

Catholic education by reading at Masses throughout Calgary, Airdrie, Cochrane and 

Chestermere. 

⬧ On October 25, Minister of Immigration Honourable Jason Copping (MLA for Calgary-

Varsity) visited with us at St. John Reception Centre.  Minister Copping was there to get 

a firsthand look at some of the district’s work with our English language Learner 

students and their families.   

⬧ On November 1st, all staff of CCSD came together as a community of faith to celebrate Faith Day. 

The faith theme of our current school year; ‘ Knock, and the door will be opened’ was explored. 

Keynote speaker Father Richard Leonard shared with us his perspective that, as Catholic leaders, 

we must lead with humility and grace. We also recognized the 2019 CCSD  Shepherd Leaders. 

The afternoon concluded with a presentation from Canadian country artist Paul Brandt, who spoke 

to us about the NotInMyCity movement and the need to protect the vulnerable, in particular, those 

who are victims of child trafficking. Learn more about the movement here: 

https://www.notinmycity.ca/ 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Newsletters/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.notinmycity.ca/
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Chief 

Superintendent 

Search 

Committee 

 

 

Trustee Williams, Chair of the Chief Superintendent Search Committee stated that a soft 

close of the Chief Superintendent position took place on November 1, 2019.     

 

 

Policy Change 

Considerations 

Policy 3 (2nd and 

Final Reading)  

The Board of Trustees approved amended Board Policy 3 titled “Role of the Trustee” for 2nd 

and Final Reading as follows:  

Remove the words core purpose in the second line of the first paragraph and replace 

them with “vision, mission and value statements” 

Insert the words “publicly funded” in front of Catholic education in the last line of the 

first paragraph. 

Under the section titled Trustee Development edit 4.1 under subsection Conference 

attendance by removing the words “while not limiting the number of Trustees who can 

attend” 

 
Accountability 

Report – 

Student 

Learning 

Accountability Reports can be viewed at: 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Governance/Pages/default.aspx  

 

The Board of Trustees reviewed the Accountability Report: Student Learning; this report 

will be brought back to the Board of Trustees for approval at the November 27, 2019 Board 

meeting.  

 

November 

Parent and 

Trustee Forum 

Agenda 

Information regarding Parent and Trustee Forums can be viewed at:  
https://www.cssd.ab.ca/Parents/SchoolCouncil/2019-2020/Pages/default.aspx  
 

The Board of Trustees approved the agenda for the November Parent and Trustee Forum.  

 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Governance/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.cssd.ab.ca/Parents/SchoolCouncil/2019-2020/Pages/default.aspx
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Budget Update Gerry Boiteau, Manager Business Services stated that the provincial budget for 2019-2020 

was released on October 24, 2019.  While administration had anticipated some grant 

reductions when developing the district’s spring budget for 2019-2020, the actual grant 

reductions imposed on the district by the provincial budget are almost four-fold, relative to 

the amount that was anticipated. 

 

Based on this, administration continues to evaluate means through which the impact of the 

grant reduction can be mitigated, including through partial utilization of reserves, in the 

interest of minimizing the disruption in the classroom during the school year. 

It is also important to note that any mitigation actions by way of spending cuts that are 

instituted midway through the school year would be only partially effective, since a portion 

of the spend has already occurred at unmitigated levels.   

 

Administration will provide a further update at a future board meeting. 

The diagram below reflects the significant milestones through the course of the current 

school year, with the vertical arrow indicating the current progress. 

 

 
 

 

Chief Superintendent Strother stated that a mid-year budget comes with some challenges for 

Calgary Catholic and that to balance the current school year budget, Calgary Catholic will 

need to find 17M dollars.  
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Motions Arising 

from Discussions 

 

 

Item 5.1 Administrative Update 

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to provide to the Board of  

Trustees a divisional breakdown of the student September 30, 2019 Enrolment Report by 

November 27, 2019 and on a go forward basis include this breakdown in the future 

September 30 Enrolment Reports. 

 

Item 5.2 Advocacy 

The Board of Trustees directed the Board Chair to write a letter of appreciation to the 

Ministers of Education and Infrastructure for the funding to build a K-9 replacement school 

in the Town of Cochrane. 

 

Item 5.7 Possible Facilitation Services  

The Board of Trustees deferred the decision of engaging external facilitators for the Chief 

Superintendent Evaluation and Board Self Evaluation process until February 26, 2020. 

 

Item 5.9 Confidential Report – Alberta School Boards Association (ASBA) 

The ASBA Spring General Meeting conflicts with the Special Meeting scheduled for June 1, 

2019 to prepare for the Chief Superintendent’s Evaluation. The Board of Trustees agreed to 

reschedule the June 1, 2020 Special Board Meeting.  

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to provide ASBA and Zone 5 with 

information on Public-private Partnership (P3) builds by November 27, 2019. 

 

Item 5.10 Correspondence Package 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to complete and submit by 

November 29, 2019 the online survey for the review of Alberta’s Tobacco and Smoking 

Reduction Act.  

 

Item 11.1 Trustee Engagement and Representative Reports – Alberta Catholic School 

Trustees Association (ACSTA) 

The Board of Trustees endorsed Trustee Cheryl Low in seeking the position of a second term 

as Vice-president of the ACSTA at the upcoming annual ACSTA Convention, and they 

directed the Board Chair to send out this letter of endorsement to the Member Boards with a 

copy to ACSTA.  

 

 

 


