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The entire Board Chair Report and previous reports can be viewed at: 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Newsletters/Pages/default.aspx 

 On February 26, at its Regular Board Meeting, the Board of Trustees were honoured to 

welcome the family of retiring Chief Superintendent Gary Strother to the board room to 

celebrate his career and accomplishments. Kathie, Joey, Ali, Ricky as well as Kathie’s 

sister Jackie were present to share Gary’s last board meeting. The Board of Trustees 

would like to express its appreciation to Gary for his dedication to the Calgary Catholic 

School District. 

 On February 27th, Trustees Williams, Iovinelli and Wellman attended, along with 

members of Calgary Catholic’s Senior Administration, a Help Plan Our Future 

engagement session with the community of St. Gerard School. The purpose of this event 

was to bring this community together to share perspectives and to explore options related 

to the future of St. Gerard School. This meeting reflected one element of consultation and 

information gathering resulting from the recent board motion to consider St. Gerard’s for 

closure. The Board will make a determination on the future of St. Gerard on April 8th, at 

its Regular Board meeting. 

 GrACE held its regional meeting at the Pastoral Centre on February 27th. Representing 

the Calgary Catholic School District were Chair Martin, former Area Director and now 

Chief Superintendent Dr. Bryan Szumlas, and Superintendent Holowka. This meeting was 

also attended by representatives from Christ the Redeemer, Holy Spirit, Franco-Sud, 

Medicine Hat Catholic, Executive Director Bonnie Annicchiarico, and his Excellency 

Bishop McGrattan. This meeting reviewed local initiatives, explored challenges, as well 

as sharing successes.  

 On February 28th, Chair Martin, Dr. Bryan Szumlas, Superintendent Narin 

Kishinchandani, and Comptroller Vanessa Croswell-Klettke attended Alberta Education’s 

post budget meeting, at which the new Funding Framework was explored in more detail. 

The meeting was attended by representatives of each of Alberta’s publicly funded school 

boards and provided an important opportunity to review and begin to assess the 

implications and opportunities found within this new model of funding public education. 

 Trustees Low and D’Souza represented our Board at the Alberta Rural Education 

Symposium in Edmonton. This event, which ran from March 1st to 3rd inclusive and 

provided an important opportunity for our trustees to share our perspective as the only 

Alberta school board that is metro, urban and rural in its demographic. Present at this 

symposium were a number of MLAs, including Minister of Education Adriana LaGrange, 

Minister of Indigenous Relations Rick Wilson, and Minister of Agriculture and Forestry 

Devin Dreeshen. 

 On March 5th, Trustees Martin, Williams, Rath, and Low, along with Superintendents 

Holowka and McDonald, and Chief Superintendent Szumlas were very pleased to attend 

the 25th Annual St. Mary’s University President’s Dinner. Trustee Iovinelli attended in 

her capacity as our St. Mary’s University representative and was also chair of the Gala 

Committee. This event is an important fundraiser for the University, and supports 

students, many of whom are Calgary Catholic graduates, in their studies at the university. 

Recently retired Chief Superintendent Gary Strother was introduced in his new role a 

Board Chair at St. Mary’s University. 
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 Chair Martin stated that there were two Help Plan Our Future meetings held; one on 

February 25, 2020 at St. Angela School and on February 27, 2020 a meeting for St. 

Gerard School. These meetings were related to motions for consideration of closure for 

both schools.  It has been brought to our attention that our motions on this topic brought 

forward on January 29, 2020 do have small clerical errors within them.  They relate to 

clarifying that the proposed school closures would affect all grades in each school and 

secondly that the date that the Trustees plan to vote on the motions is on April 8, 2020.  

 

Our recollection is that the April 8, date was mentioned in discussions but did not appear 

in the minutes, however it was specifically mentioned in the February 3, 2020 emails.  It 

was Specifically mentioned in the emails that went out to parents providing notice of 

motion of public consultation and referenced again at the two HPOF meetings of Feb 25th 

and Feb 27th and further those slide decks appear publicly on our website.  With this in 

mind, we have two motions as follows:  

 

The Board of Trustees amended Motion # 196/20 by adding first, 

after the words “St. Gerard School” the words: “and all of its grades” 

and second, after the words “ 2019-2020 academic year” the words: 

“and that the date upon which the Board plans to vote on the motion 

to close St. Gerard School be April 8, 2020.” 

 

The Board of Trustees amended Motion # 197/20 by adding first, 

after the words “St. Angela School” the words: “and all of its grades” 

and second, after the words “ 2019-2020 academic year” the words: 

“and that the date upon  which the Board plans to vote on the motion 

to close St. Angela School be April 8, 2020.” 

 

 

Accountability 

Report – 

Student 

Welfare 

 

Accountability Reports can be viewed at: 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Governance/Pages/default.aspx  

 

The Board of Trustees based on the evidence provided in the Student Welfare Accountability 

Report determined that the following Quality Indicators have been met relative to the current 

evaluation period: 

 

QI 3.1 Develops measurements and monitors progress relative to providing a welcoming, 

caring, respectful and safe learning environment that respects diversity and fosters a 

sense of belonging specifically by providing a report including, but not limited to, 

suspensions, expulsions and voluntary student organizations under the Education 

Act. 

 

QI 3.2 Provides an analysis of incident reports. 

 

QI 3.3 Provides a report on facilities where new supports have been provided and where 

there are challenges in meeting student needs.  
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Supplementary 

Requisition 

The Board of Trustees approved the submission to the municipalities and to the Minister of 

Education its requisitions in the amount calculated by the application of mill rates for the 

classes of property that are equal to the mill rates established for 2020 for the same classes of 

property by the Lieutenant Governor in Council, to the equalized assessment base of the 

district as shown on the certificate or certificates received, or to be received, under Section 

154 of the Education Act as amended, those municipalities being: 

 

The City of Calgary, 

The City of Airdrie, 

The City of Chestermere, 

The Municipal District of Bighorn No. 8, 

The Townsite of Redwood Meadows, 

The Summer Village of Ghost Lake, 

The Summer Village of Waiparous, 

The Town of Cochrane, 

The Town of Crossfield 

The Town of Irricana, and 

Rocky View County 

 

Budget Update Superintendent Kishinchandani stated that the annual budget process continues to progress as 

per plan.   

 

The provincial budget for 2020-2021 was released in late February.  Soon thereafter, Alberta 

Education provided each school board their projected operational funding under the new 

funding framework. 

 

While the overall projected funding for the district is marginally higher than that of the prior 

year, a variety of elements of data require further updates to arrive at the final funding for the 

district. This final funding position is expected to be known in April 2020. 

 

Accumulated Operating Surplus (AOS) information relating to various jurisdictions for the 

school year ended August 2019 has been compiled and analyzed.  The overall AOS for all 

jurisdictions in the aggregate has dropped by a further $16 million, or 3.6% relative to the 

prior year. Also, the overall weighted average percent of AOS to total expenditures stands at 

5.2%, as against 5.5% in the prior year. The chart below reflects the breakdown by 

jurisdiction type. 

 

 

Alberta School 

Council 

Association 

(ASCA) 

Conference 

Attendance   

The Board of Trustees approved sending five School Council representatives from Holy Name 

School in the South West, St Rita in the North West, St Henry School in the North West, St 

Matthew School in the South East and St Dominic School in the North West to the ASCA 

Conference of April 24 – 26, 2020. 

 

The Board of Trustees approved adding an additional 1,200 dollars for a total of up to 6000 

dollars for the expenses of the approved School Council Chairs for the ASCA Conference of 

April 24 – 26, 2020. 

 

 

Transportation 

Consideration 

The Board of Trustees approved the proposed transportation service level adjustments 

commencing with the 2020-2021 school year.  
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Superintendent 

Leadership 

Quality 

Standards 

(SLQS) / GTEC 

Model 

Governance  

 

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Board Chair to work with administration to find a suitable 

date for discussion in regards to the Superintendent Leadership Quality Standards and our    

GTEC model of governance. 

 

 

Student Travel 

Update 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to provide key messages on student 

travel direction in relation to COVID-19. 

 

Motions 

Arising from 

Discussions 

 

 

Item 5.3 Advocacy  

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Board Chair to write a letter to the Minister LaGrange in 

response to her letter of March 6, 2020 as discussed on March 11, 2020. 

 

Item 5.8 Correspondence 

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to bring recommendations to the 

Board to align the Superintendent Leadership Quality Standards and its relation to the GTEC 

model of governance specifically to Policy 12 of the Board Policy Handbook. 

 

 
 

 


