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REGULAR BOARD MEETING NO. 23-2019-2020, February 26, 2020 

 

Board Chair’s 

Report 

The entire Board Chair Report and previous reports can be viewed at: 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Newsletters/Pages/default.aspx 

 Our Board of Trustees was pleased to be invited to be a part of our Alberta Teachers 

Association (ATA) Local 55’s booth at this year’s Teacher’s Convention at the Calgary 

TELUS Centre on February 13th and 14th. This event is an important opportunity for the 

Board to spend time with our ATA Executive and Senior Administration as we engaged 

with members of our teaching staff and school administrators. Thanks for all that you do! 

 On February 18th, Chief Superintendent Strother, Dr. Szumlas, Superintendent 

Kishinchandani, and I participated in a conference call hosted by Alberta Education in 

which a new Funding and Assurance Model was presented to Alberta’s school boards. 

The new model will move away from a per student funding formula to a system driven 

model, where a weighted three-year average is utilized. The number of grants has also 

been changed, dropping to 15 from 36, with some being folded into the per district 

allocation. Reporting requirements have been streamlined, reducing the workload on 

teachers and administrators. More information will be forthcoming at meeting to be held 

in Edmonton on February 28th.  

 On February 19th the Board of Trustees were pleased to attend a Retirement Celebration 

for Gary Strother held at All Saints High School.  Thank you to all those who participated 

and attended the event.    

 

 

Accountability 

Report – 

Student 

Welfare 

 

Accountability Reports can be viewed at: 

https://www.cssd.ab.ca/BoardOfTrustees/Governance/Pages/default.aspx  

 

The Accountability Report on Student Welfare provides evidence for consideration of 

fulfillment of all three of the Quality Indicators related to Student Welfare. This report 

demonstrates both accountability and improvement, and will affirm specific accomplishments, 

highlight strengths and identify future growth areas in the form of administrative issues. 

Strategies currently being employed to support specific areas of growth are highlighted, as are 

generative governance considerations. 

 

The Accountability Report – Student Welfare will be brought to the Board of Trustees for 

approval at the March 11, 2020 Board Meeting.  
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Budget Update Superintendent Kishinchandani stated that Activities associated with the 2020-2021 District 

Budget continue to progress as per plan. 

 

The provincial government recently released a preview of the funding and assurance model, 

which amongst other things, provides an overview of the weighted moving average approach 

to establish the funded student count.  This approach entails the use of an enrolment projection 

for the upcoming (budget) year, in conjunction with the estimated count and actual count for 

the current year and the prior year respectively, duly weighted as prescribed, to arrive at a 

funded student count. 

 

While the change in methodology does enable predictability in funding, it results in an erosion 

of grant revenue, relative to the funding that would otherwise have been available based on 

the actual student count. 

 

Other highlights are significant compression in the number of grant categories, with particular 

focus on Operating and Maintenance spend and System Administration spend, which will now 

become targeted grants. 

 

Overall funding is expected to be higher than that of 2019-2020. The specifics of the amount 

of funding will become known on release of the provincial budget on February 27, 2020 

though. 

 

Chief 

Superintendent 

and Board     

Self-Evaluation 

Facilitator 

 

 

The Board of Trustees approved conducting a Board led evaluation process for the Chief 

Superintendent and Board Self Evaluation for the 2019/20 school year. 
 
The Board of Trustees directed the Board Chair to place on the agenda of the Regular Board 

Meeting of March 11, 2020 the topic Superintendent Leadership Quality Standards (SLQS) 

and its relation to our GTEC model of Governance. 

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Board Chair to change the time of the June 8, 2020 Chief 

Superintendent evaluation to 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 

Alberta School 

Council 

Association 

(ASCA) 

Resolutions 

 

Information regarding the Alberta School Council Association (ASCA) can be viewed at: 

https://www.albertaschoolcouncils.ca/  

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to share the proposed ASCA 

Resolutions, as well as information on participating in the online sorting with school councils 

to allow for their participation in this process by March 27, 2020.  

 

Motions 

Arising from 

Discussions 

 

 

Item 5.3 Advocacy 

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Chief Superintendent to prepare an information package 

including Key Messages no later than February 28, 2020 as discussed on February 26, 2020 to 

assist the Board of Trustees with advocacy. 

 

The Board of Trustees directed the Board Chair to write a letter by end of day February 28, 

2020 to the ministers of Education and Infrastructure with a copy to the members of the 

Alberta Treasury as discussed on February 26, 2020. 
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